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PotiticaL Discourse, No, g. 
For the Faf? Day appointed by 
Congrefs, April 1778. 


ons-- Then I proclaimed a faft at 
the river Abavab *. 


HE idea of a faft as faluta- 
oS ry to the fpirit is deducible 
from reafon. Weare made to 
know what we owe to the Cre- 
ator for our daily food by feeling, 
for afhort time, the want of it §, 


* Ezra viii. 21. 

§ That this idea is not unknown 
to the uninftrudted reafon of an 
indian on the weft of the Obio is 
evident from the relation made to 
me, by one who had been cadtive 
in that country many years among ft 
them, Making an excurfion far 
into the defert hunting ground, in 
company with an old indian and 
his little fon, they found them- 
felues without provifion, and no 
animal appearing which they might 
obtain for food, they were reduc- 
ed to extreme famine. The old 
indian not defpairing in the leaft 
exhorted his companion to be of 
good courage, and ufe the proper 
induftry te find out game; br that 
Ouanee, who fed the birds of hea- 
ven would not fuffer them to pe- 
rif), He had now caufed them 


Ah! it will be natural to fay, how 
oftenhavel eaten and beenfatisfied 
and have not been anfwerably 
thankful! I havebeen fo conftantly 
fupplyed as not to know the va- 
lue of the favour. It feemed to 
me that my daily food came in 
the ufual courfe of things, and 
could not but come without in- 
terruption. | have fcarely thought 
of him who ccnftantly beftows it, 
Many poor men with their fami- 
lies in pinching circumftances 
know what it is, every day, to 
behungry, They, perhaps, con- 
tend with poverty, and labour 
hard, and have but {paring diet. 
I, in the mean time, have en- 
joyed moft conftantly and moft 
bountifully, every neceflary and 
conveniency of liie; and perhaps 
for this very reafon have felt no 
gratitude for the {pecial favour. 
How deadly and malignant ismy 
nature that with fuch hateful chy- 
miftry of {pirit, can turn receiv- 
ed bounty into difaftection, and 
kindnefs to forgetfulnefs, * 
RY Th 


to feel extreme want, only that 
when fupplied with food they might 
be more grateful for the favour. 
The next day they fhot a bear, and 
the indian urged the circumflance 
in full proof of what he bad be- 
fore believed. 
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The efficacy of a faft to ob- 
tain {pecial favour in behalf of a 
nation or of an individual, is evi- 
dent from teftimonies and exam- 
ples of the feripture. If fhall not 
dwell on thefe which are numer- 
ous and well-known, but go on 
to confider what I have in view--- 

‘The propriety of the appoint- 
ment of a faft at this time upon 
the continent, which is evinced 

1, From the weight of that 
caufe in which we are engaged. 
Our prefent ftruggle involves in 
it the happinefs, not of thirteen 
but perhaps of an hundred ftates, 
that fhall yet be added to the rif- 
ing and confederate empire. The 
fafety of the far-extended fettle- 
ments that lie along the coaft of 
the Atlantic, is not the only fub- 
jet of the controverfy. if you 
would obtain an adequate idea of 
the empireyetin embrio, you muft 
extend your apprehenfion from 
the bay of Hudfon to the gulph 
of Calefornia, and from the ocean 
and the ftreams of the Ohio, 
and the woods and folitudes that 
crown the waters of Shandufki, 
to the mountain {prings that feed 
the Mififippi, and the head 
branches of Miffouri river. ‘This 
vait extent of folitary country, 
yet untraverfed by the foot 
of civilized man, you muft be- 
hold as planted with inhabitants, 
and flourifhing in freedom, {ci- 
ence,and religion. Mighty ftates, 
that fhall yet arife to fame are 
involved in the conteft, 

lf we caft our eye upon the 
prefent or the rifing fettlements 
it is not the happinefs of one age 
of men that is at ftake. It is 
the glory of anhundred or a thou- 
land centuries, and of the fe- 
nators and patriots that fhall rife 


Political Difcourfes. 


through thefe, that rolls upon 
the thoughts of the American, 
‘The fame and luftre of thefe ages, 
and the voice, of their philofo- 
phers and worthies, calls upon 
the prefent day to faft and im- 
plore heaven for affiftance in 
the ftruggle againft the tyranny 
of Britam. The propriety of 
which refults 

2. From the force and ftrength 
of the power to which we are 
oppofed, She {tiles herfelf the 
miftrefs of the ocean, and fuch 
are the refources of her kingdom 
and her allies on the continent 
of Europe, that fhe is not eafily 
refifted. Her {kill in war, her 
difeipline, her valour renders her 
a formidable adverfary, ‘The 
greatnefs of the undertakin 
thereforecalls upon us to Teil 
divine affiftance at the fame time 
that we exert our moft intrepid 
refolution. It is proper, 

3. Becaufe of the calamity 
which in confequence of war pref- 
fes on ourcountry. Qur fettle- 
ments in feveral of the ftates 
have been plundered and laid 
wafte. Our cities are pofleffed 
by the enemy. Our {chools 
and colleges are interrupted in 
the education of the youth in- 
trufted to them. Our churches 
are defaced. Or citizens are 
flaughtered in the field, or ftarv- 
ing in the prifon-fhip, or jail of 
the enemy. The widow of the 
hero who has fallen, and the or- 
phan are heard to mourn the 
hard hand of covetoufnefs oT: 
ing up the hard money for the 
continental, and engroffing the 
provilions and the neceflaries of 
life, which might otherwife be 
purchafeable. “hefe fcenes and 
circumftances call upon us ty 
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afk for the divine interpofition ; 
which becomes our ay 

4. Becaufe we fee ourfelves up- 
on the opening of anew campaign. 
Ezra when about to march from 
Babylon to Judea, that he might 
obtain divine protection in his 
journey through feveral countries 
hoftile to his purpofe, ** pro- 
claimed a faft at the river Aha- 
vabh.”’ Our Congrefs, after the 
example of the good Ezra, have 
proclaimed a faft at the opening 
of this campaign. ‘They have 
proclaimed it upon the coafts and 
rivers of America. /t is their 
language, let the inhabitants of 
Georgia and the people of New- 
Hampfthire faft; let the Caroli- 
na’s and the men of Maflachu- 
fett’s Bay faft; let Conneéticut 
and thofe of Jerfey faft; let De- 
laware, and Pennfylvania, and 
Maryland, and let Virginia faft, 
Let them afk of heaven victory, 
and the return of peace and hap- 
pinefs, Let it be the general 
voice that providence may bring 
again the hufbandman to cultivate 
the foil, the citizen to occupy his 
trade, and the mariner to launch 
his veffel on the ftream ; that he 
may reftere the imprifoned and 
fuffering foldier to his friends 
and rejoicing countrymen ; efta- 
blifh peace and caufe fcience once 
more to bloom, and the light of 
truth to rife with frefh luftre on 
the land, 





History of the PRESENT 
War. 


Continued from p. 155. 


ftp poft of Charleftown had 
hitherto been neglected by 


both the parties. “Ihe provinci- 
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als thought it neceffary for them, 
whether they fhould chufe to aét 
on the defenfive or offenfive. 
‘They accordingly made the ne- 
ceflary preparations, and fent a 
body of men thither at night with 
the greateft privacy, to throw 
up works upon Bunker’s-Hill, 
an high ground that lies juft 
within the ifthmus, or neck of 
land that joins the peninfula to 
the continent.- This peninfula 
is very fimilar to that on which 
Bofton ftands, excepting that the 
ifthmus is confiderably wider, 
and that Bunker’s hill is much 
higher than any hill in the latter. 
The towns are only feparated 


by Charles River, which in that 


part is only about the breadth 
of the Thames between London 
and Southwark; fo that Charlef- 
town feemed to hold the fame 
connection with Bofton, that 
the borough does with that city. 

The party that was fent upon 
this fervice, carried on their 
works with fuch extraordinary 
order and filence, that though the 
peninfula was furrounded with 
thips of war, they were not heard 
during the night, and ufed fuch 
incredible difpatch in the execu- 
tion, that they had a fmall but 
{trong redoubt, confiderable en- 
trenchments, and a breaft-work, 
that was in fome parts cannon 
proof, far advanced towardscom- 
pletion by the break of day. (June 
17.) The fight of the works, was 
the firft notice that alarmed the 
Lively man of war early in the 
morning, and her guns called the 
town, camp, and fleet to behold 
a ficht that feemed little lefs than 
a prodigy. 

A heavy and continual fire of 
cannon, howitzers, and mortars, 
was from thence carried on “oe F 

- the 








200 


the works, from the fhips, float- 
ing batteries, and from the top of 
Cop’s Hill in Bofton, Such a 
great and inceflant roar of artil- 
Jery, would have been a trial to 
the firmnefs of old foldiers, and 
muft undoubtedly have greatly 
impeded the completion of the 
works; it is however faid, that 
they bore this fevere fire with 
wonderful fiurnefs, and feemed 
to go on with their bufinefs as if 
no encmy had been near, nor 
danger in the fervice, 

About noon, General Gage 
caufed a confiderable body of 
troops to be embarked under the 
command of Major-Gen, Howe, 
und Brigadier-General Pigot, to 
drive the provincials from their 
works, ‘This detachment con- 
jilted of ten companies of grena- 
diers, as many of light infantry, 
and the 5th, 28th, 43d, and 52d 
battalions, with a proper artille- 
ry, who were landed and drawn 
up without oppofition, under the 
fire of the fhips of war. The 
two Generals found the enemy 
fo numerous, and in fuch a ol 
ture of defence, that they thought 
it neceflary to fend back for a 
reinforcement before they began 
the attack; they were accord- 
ingly joined by fome companies 
of light infantry and grenadiers, 
by the 47th regiment, and by the 
firft battalion of marines,amount- 
ing in the whole, as reprefented 
by General Gage’s letter, to 
fomething more than 2000 men. 

The atiack was begun by a 
moft fevere fire of cannon and 
howitzers, under which the 
troops advanced very flowly to- 
wards the enemy, and halted fe- 
veral times, to afford an oppor- 
tunity to the artillery to ruin the 
works, and throw the provinci- 


Hiftory of the Prefent War. 





als into confufion. Whatever 
it proceeded from, whether from 
the number, fituation, or coun- 
tenance of the enemy, or !rom 
all together, the king’s forces 
feem to have been unufually ftag- 
gered in this aitack. ‘Ihe pro- 
vincials threw fome men into the 
houfes of Charieftown, which 
covered their right flank, by 
which means, General Pigot,who 
commanded our left wing, and 
to whofe activity, bravery, and 
firmnefs, much of this day’s fuc- 
cefs was owing, Was at once en- 
gaged with the lines and with 
thofe in the houfes, /n this con- 
flict, Charleftown, whether by 
carcafes thrown from the fhips, 
or by the troops is uncertain, 
was unfortunately fet on fire;in 
feveral places, and burnt to the 
ground, ‘The provincials ftood 
this fevere and continual fire of 
{mall arms and artillery, with 
a refclution and perfeverence, 
which would not have done dif- 
credit to old troops. ‘They did 
not return a(fhot, until the king’s 
forces had approached almoft to 
the works, when a moft dread- 
ful fire took place, by which a 
number of our braveft men and 
officers fell. Some gentlemen, 
who had ferved in the moft dif- 
tinguifhed actions of the latt war, 
declared, that for the time it 
lafted, it was the hotteft engage- 
ment they ever knew, It is then 
no aliaslaa if under fo heavy 
and deitructive a fire, our troops 
were thrown into fome diforder. 
It is faid, that General Howe, 
was for a few feconds left near- 
ly alone; and it is certain, that 
mott of the officers near his per- 
fon, were either killed or wound- 
ed, His coolnefs, firmnefs, and 
prefence of mind on this occa- 
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fon cannot be too much applaud- 
ed. it fully anfwered all the ideas 
fo generally entertained of the 
courage of his family. It is faid, 
that in this critical moment, Ge- 
neral Clinton, who arrived in 
Bofton during the engagement, 
by a happy manceuvre rallied the 
troops almoft inftantaneoufly, 
and brought them again to the 
charge. However that was, their 
ufual intrepidity now produced 
its ufual effects; they attacked the 
works with fixed bayonets, and 
irrefiftible fury, and forced them 


in every quarter, Though ma-. 


ny of the provincials were def- 
titute of bayonets, and, as they 
afirm, their ammunition was 
expended, a number of them 
fought defperately within the 
works, and were not drove from 
them without difficulty. “Uhey at 
Jength retreated over Charlef- 
town neck, which was enfiladed 
by the guns of the Glafgow man 
of war, and of two floating bat- 
teries. ‘Ihey fuffered but litele 
lofs from this formidable artille- 
ry, though the dread of it had 
prevented fome regiments who 
were ordered to fupport them 
from fulfilling their duty. 

‘Thus ended the hot and bloody 
affair of Bunker’s Hil!, in which 
we had more men and officers 
killed.and wounded, in proporti- 
on to the numbers engaged, than 
in any other action which we can 
recolle&. The whole lofs in kil- 
led and wounded, amounted to 
4054, of whom 226 were killed ; 
of thefe, 1g were officers, includ- 
ing a lieutenant-colonel, 2 ma- 
jors, and 7 captains; 70 other 
officers were wounded. Among 
thofe who were more generally 
regretted upon this occafion, were 
Lieutenant Colonel Abercrom- 
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by, and the brave Major Pirt- 
cairne of the marines, “The ma- 
jors Williams and Spendlove, the 
laft of whom died of his wounds 
fome time after the action, had 
alfo fealed their lives with fuch 
diftinguifhed honour, as to ren- 
der their lefs the more fenfibly 
felt, The event fufficiently fhew- 
ed the bravery of the king’s 
troops, ‘There was fcarcely a 
{ingle officer whd had not fome 
opportunity of fignalizing himfelf; 
the generals and field officers 
ufed the moft extraordinary ex- 
ertions. All thefe circumftances 
concur in fhewing the hard and 
dangerous fervice in which they 
were engaged. The battle of 
Quebec, in the late war, with 
all its glory, and the vaftnefs of 
the confequences of which it was 
productive, was not fo deftruc- 
tive to our officers as this affair 
of a retrenchment caft up ina 
few hours. It was a matter of 
grievous reflection, that thofe 
brave men, many of whom had 
nobly contributed their fhare, 
when engaged againft her natural 
enemies, to extend the mulitary 
glory of their‘country into every 
quarter of the globe, fhould now 
have fuffered fo feverely, in only 
a prelude to this unhappy civil 
conteft. 

‘The king's troops took five 
pieces of cannon out of fix, which 
the provincials brought into the 
peninfula; and they leftabout 30 
wounded behind them. No other 
prifoners were taken, Their lofs, 
according to an account publith- 
ed by the Provincial Congrefs, 
was comparatively {mall ,amount- 
ing to about 450 killed, wound- 
ed, miffing, and prifoners. ‘The 
lofs they lamented moft was that 
of Dr. Warren, who acting as’a 
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Major-General, commanded the 
party upon this occafion, and 
was killed, fighting bravely at 
their head, in a little redoubt to 
the right of the lines, This gen- 
tleman. who was rendered con- 
fpicuous by his general merit, 
abilties, and eloquence, had been 
one of the delegates to the firft 
general, and was at this time 
prefident of the provincial Con- 
erefs; but qui#ing the peaceable 
walk of his profeffion as a phy- 
fician, and breaking through the 
endearing ties of family fatisfac- 
tions, he fhewed himfelf equally 
calculated for the field, as for 
public bufinefs or private ftudy, 
and fhed his blood gallantly in, 
what he deemed, the fervice of 
his country, They loft fome 
other officers of name, one of 
whom, a lieutenant-colonel, died 
of his wounds in the prifon at 
Botton. 

in the mean time the general 
Congrefs, in compliance with the 
wifhes of the people in general, 
and the particular application of 
the New-England provinces, ap- 
pointed GeorgeW afhington, Efq, 
a gentleman of affluent fortune 
in Virginia, and who had ac- 
quired confiderable military ex- 
perience in the command of dif- 
ferent bodies of the provincials 
during the late war, to be gene- 
ral and commander in chief of all 
the American forces, ‘They alfo 
appointed Artemus Ward, Charles 
Lee, Philip Schuyler, and ifrael 
Putnam, Efgqrs. to be major-ge- 
nerals, and Horatio Gates, Efq. 
adjutant-general. ‘The Congrefs 
alfo fixed and affigned the pay of 
both officers and foldiers; the 
latter of whom were much bet- 
ter provided for than thofe upon 
eur eftablifhment. 





The Generals Wathington and 
Lee arrived at the camp before 
Bofton in the beginning of July. 
They were treated with the oe 
eft honours in every place thro’ 
which they paffed ; were efcort- 
ed by large detachments of vo- 
lunteers, compofed of gentlemen 
in the different provinces; and 
received public addrefles from the 
Provincial Congrefles of New- 
York and Mafflachufett’s-Bay. 
‘The military fpirit was now fo 
high and fo general, that war and 
its preparations occupiedthe hands 
and the minds of all forts of peo- 
ple. it was faid, (but no com- 
putation of that fort can be afcer- 
tained) that nolefs than 200,000 
men Were in arms and training 
throughout the continent. 
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EsSTABLISHMEMT of thefe 
UNITED STATES. 


Continued from our laff, p, 162. 


@ Be rightof Great. Britain to 
the foil of North-America, 
limited by the right of the na- 
tives,was alfo limited by the right 
of other nations, ‘The terms 
of the grant made to Adam, and 
renewed to Noah, equally em- 
braced the whole of their de- 
fcendents. ‘The earth lay in com- 
mon, and the occupancy of a 
portion of the foil, was that alone 
which gave to individuals an ex- 
clufive right to hold it. We mutt 
reftridt the right of occupancy to 
a moderate portion of the foil, 
becaufe it is inconfiftent with the 
original condition and exprefs 
purpole of the grant, that an in- 
dividual, ora nation fhould pof- 
fefs a more extenfive tract of 
country, than is neceflary for 

their 
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their particular fubfiftence. Ihave 
no doubt but that a nation great- 
ly populous, whofe numbers over- 
charge the foil, havea right tode- 
mand territory from a nation in 

ffeffion of a foil equally fertile, 
and lefs abounding with inhabi- 
tants. 

Krom the pofition which we 
have eftablifhed, that it is the oc- 
cupancy of a portion of the foil 
neceflary for fubfiftence, that a- 
lone gives a right to hold it, it 
will follow that the circumftance 
of having firft vifited a country 
cannot give a right to any great- 
er portion of the territory than 
is neceflary for fubfiftence; and 
not indeed to any portion of it, 
unlefs the vifitant remains to oc- 

c upy and dwell upon it, Per- 
aps it may confer a priority of 
right to occupy the foil, while it 
fhall be unoccupied by any other 
vilitant. 

We thall be fenfible of this, if 
adverting to the early emigrati- 
ons, we confider that it would 
have been abfurd in Japheth the 
eldeft fon of Noah, wandering 
weitwards from the mountains 
of Armenia, where the ark reft- 
ed, to have advanced a claim to 
two or three countries, becaufe 
in his way of life by pafturege or 
hunting, he had firft paffed their 
mountains, or firft vilited their 
boundaries. 

The right of difcovery was un- 
known in term or idea to the 
early ages, and it came firft into 
view on the modern improve- 
ments in the art of navigation, 
when feveral of the fovereigns 
and iftates of Europe fitted out 
vellels to explore the feas, and 
to make difcoveries, ‘lhe ex- 
pence and labour of the enter- 
prize, would feem to give aright 
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to the foil of that continent or 
ifland which they had difcovered, 
But it may be faid that an exclufive 
right of thiskindwould be unfavou- 
rabletothe fettlement of thatcoun- 
try, and therefore could have no 
place even amongtt the fovereigns 
and ftates of Europe, who by tacit 
and implied confent had fubmit - 
ted to it. Much lefs could it 
have a place amongtt the claims 
of other nations of the world, 
who in no way by direét aflent 
or implication had come to fuch 
agreement. In the mean time 
it will appear from hiftory, that 
the claim of right, founded on 
the firft difcovery of the coait, 
was ufurped by feveral of the fo- 
vereigns and ftates of Europe, 
rather than acknowledged by the 
others, who had not been equal- 
ly adventrous or fuccefsful in ex- 
peditions of this nature, ‘The 
Swedes and Dutch feem to have 
paid no regard to the claim of 
Britain, founded on the firft dif- 
covery of Sebaftian Cabot, who 
coafted North America; for 
maugre this claim, the Dutch 
took poffeffion of the country of 
New-York, and the Swedes of 
Pennfylvania. No ftate or indi- 
vidual ought to have regarded it; 
for no expence, enterprize, or la- 
bour of a nation, or of an indi- 
vidual, can give a right whichin 
its operation would defeat the 
end in view by the Creator, 
which was, that the earth be ful- 
ly ftocked with inhabitants. To 
this great end, every claim and 
inftitution of a partial nature 
ought to be fubordinate. ‘he 
claim therefore of the firft adven- 
turers could with juftice only be 
to {o much of the foil, as they 
themfelves immediately fhould 
occupy, and plant, and fettle with 

inhabitants. 
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inhabitants,--~Thefe things may 
i, i otfabyty ! 
be faid plaufibly, but 

(To be continued.) 
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Material: for an Account of the 
taking of Fort Mifflin, From 
the 28th of September, to the 
16:h of November, 1778. 


PTAHE Britifh army was in 

poffeffion of Philadelphia, 
but the communication was not 
open with their fleet, and Gen. 
Wafhington leaving the town 
had taken care to puta garrifon 
in Fort Mifiin, not as {trong as 
the importance and exigences of 
the place did require, but fuch 
as the fituation of his army could 
afford, 

Fort Mifflin was nothing more 
than a wooden fort, quite un- 
fit to fupport a fiege, Ihe en- 
clofure, was of pallifades, on the 
ude of Province ifland; and a 
wall without terriplain on the 
fide of New-Jerfey, very dan- 
gerous for the fplinters; and in 
front oppofite to Hog-ifland, a 
water battery of 16 guns 18 
pounders, andjone 32 pounder, 

‘The enemy were not unac- 
quainted with the miferable fitu- 
ation of the fort; and their chief 
engineer Montrefor, who had 
been employed in its conftruc- 
tion, knew its weaknefs, and 
the moft proper means to 
reduce it, Accordingly as foon 
as the end of September, aftrong 
body of their army was employ- 
ed on Province-Ifland, to raife 
batteries againft the fort, and 
covering works upon the heights 
in their rear, for their protection 
again{t the attacks that might pof- 
fibly ers from Gen. Wath- 
ington by the fide of Derby. 


Account of the taking Fort Miflin. 





The garrifon of the fort was 
quite inadequate to its extenfive- 
nefs and the heavy duty, which 
required 1500 men, inftead of 
500, which had been left for the 
defence of that place, and two 
thirds of thefe were Jerfey mi- 
litia, 

Col. Smith the commandant 
of the fort, and major Fleury 
chief engineer, were thoroughly 
acquainted with the infufficienc 
of the garrifon, and the bad fitu- 
ation of the place; but it was to 
be defended to the laft extremity. 

About the beginning of Odto- 
ber, the enemy on Province If- 
land opened two mortars, and 
three heavy guns againft the 
fouth-wett block-houfe, and leay- 
ing thefe two batteries unfup- 
ported, gave an opportunity to 
Col. Smith to order a fally above 
and below, and the two parties, 
fupported by the gallies under 
commodore Hazlewood, landed 
on the beach of Province .fland, 
and ftormed the battery, which 
was defended by two officers and 
60 Britifh, who furrendered 
themfelves, and were carried in- 
to the fort before the enemy’s 
guards could attack our party, 
but not before the guns were 
fpiked up. 

That fmall check caufed the 
enemy to be more cautious, and 
the guard of their trenches was 
afterwards fo ftrong that it be- 
came impoffible to make any 0- 
ther attempt. 

In the mean time the enemy ’s 
batteries had got ready, and about 
the roth of O&ober two bomb 
batteries, feveral howitzers, three 
gun batteries, one of fix guns 
24 pounders, between the two 
lowelt block-houtes, the other 
at the hofpital wharf, of five 24 

pounders, 
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pounders, and one intermediary 
upon the little wharf of commu- 
nication, between Province and 
Mud Ifland. 

A bridge of boats was befides 
made at the lower ferry, for the 
communication between the di- 
vifion at the trenches, and the 
main camp at Philadelphia, Two 
other batteries were likewife raif- 
ed on the point of land, at the 
mouth of Schuylkill, to cut off 
the upper navigation of the river. 

The befieged were not inac- 
tive during this time. ‘hey raif- 
ed a two 18 pounder battery ar 
gainft the enemy’s main battery, 
and another of two 8 pounders to 
annoy the battery on the wharf; 
they fecured their magazine a- 
gainft fhells ; they made feveral 
traver/es in their water battery, 
which was enfiladed on all fides, 
and efpecially on the rear, by the 
hofpital battery, ‘They endea- 
voured to cover themfelves againft 
the fhots of Province Ifland, and 
digged in the infide of the fort 
a fquare intrenchment enforced 
with cafks filled with earth; but 
could not find any means to be fe- 
cured again{t bombs ané carcafes. 
As it was very much to be fear- 
ed thata ftorm would be attempt- 
ed they furrounded the fort with 
wolf-hales and vertical pickets, to 
render the approaches more dif- 
ficult, and make up the number 
of the defenders, 

From the 1oth of Odober to 


the 21ft, a fevere fire was kept 


up; the two weft block-houfes 


‘were ruined, and the north one 


blown up by the fall of feveral 
fhells; and the enemy feeing the 
breaches made to the pallifades, 
hoped to be-foon in pofleffion of 
the fort, and as it was very im- 
portant for their remaining in 
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Philadelphia, that the communi- 
cation be open, they determined 
a general ftorm on Mud Ifland 
the 22d of October. 


Previous to it, in the evening 


of the a1ft, the Heffian brigade. 


crofled to Cooper’s ferry, and 
by the road of Haddon-field ,came 
to ftorm fort Mercer on the Jer- 
fey fhore, about 1500 yardsnorth 
ealt of fort Miflin, and up the 
river. 

‘The attack was fo rafh, that 
even fuccefs could not juftify its 
temerity. “The parapet was high, 
the ditch deep, a row of ftrong 
pallifades fallied out from the pa- 
rapet, a blockhoufe on the fouth 
fide overlooked all the ground 
round the fort, which was fur- 
rounded with a double abattis. 

Before the ftorm of the fort 
was attempted, Col, Donop fent 
a flag to Col. Green who com- 
manded in the fort, threatnin 
to put the garrifon to the risen 
if he did not furrender it imme- 
diately. Col, Green anfwered, 
with difdain, ‘Phat he would de- 
fend it till the laft drop of his 
blood. About an hour before 
night the attack was begun on 
the north and the fouth fide. 

Both the attacks, were fuch as 
was expected, The artillery and 
mufketry of the fort, and the 
heavy guns of the gallies, pour- 
ed grape fhot and cannon balls 
upon them, and made great 
flaughter. ‘They advanced as fat 
as the abbatis, but they could not 
remove it; and being repulfed 
with great lofs, they left their 
commanding officer dying in the 
glacis, and retreated with hurry 
and confufion, They rallied in 
the woods; and leaving. their 
wounded and dead, about three 
hundred, in the hands of the vic- 

2 G ters, 
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tors, retired to Philadelphia the 
fame night, 

Col. Green, and all the offi- 
cers who had fhewed fo much 
courage in repulfing the enemy, 
treated the wounded with as much 
humanity. Col. Donop was at- 
tended with the greateftcare; he 
died a few days after the action, 
and told major Dupleflys, who 
commanded the artillery in the 
fort, 1 fall a vidtim to my own 
ambition, and to the avarice f 
my prince; but full of thankful- 
nefs for the good treatment Ihave 
received fram my genePous enemy. 
He was buried with the honours 
of war, and the glory of col, 
Green was increafed by his gene- 
rofity. 

The morning after the attack 
upon fort Mercer, it was fort 
Miflin’s turn; and on the 22d 
about nine o’clock the fhipsEagle, 
Somerfet, Ifis, Augufta, Pearl, 
Liverpool, and feveral frigates, 
with a galley, came up to the 
chevaux de frize, five hundred 
yards from the fort. At the fame 
time, the land batteries, the fort 
batteries, and the American gal- 
lies, and the Britifh fquadron en- 
paced, and one of the moft fo- 
emn actions commenced, that 
wa be feen by a foldier’s eye, 

The fpeétacle was magnificent. 
To fee at once, the river cover- 
ed with fhips,---four great fire 
fhips in blaze, floating on the 
water, ---the iflands and the main 
covered with {moke and fire,--- 
part of the Englifh army drawn 
up in battle array on Province 
Ilana, ready to throw themfelves 
into boats, to ftorm the. fort, 
which appeared involved with 
fire, and was the prize of the 


day. 
Tinting lafted till noon with 
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relentlefs fury ; the fort frequent- 
fired red hot balls, and either 
by chance or good luck of one 
thefe fhots, the Augufta, a 64 
gun fhip, the neareft to the bat- 
tery, fuddenly took firé at the 
ftern; in a moment fhe was in 
a blaze, and foon after blew up 
with a thundering noife, before 
the enemy could take out all 
their hands. A moment after, 
the Merlin, a 22 gun frigate ran 
afhore Below the Augufta, and 
as fhe could not be removed from 
the explofion, took fire, and alfo 
blew up. 
The other thips, frightened by 
the fate of thefe two, retired be- 
low Hog Ifland; and the land 
batteries (which: had hoifted the 
bloody flag, to warn the garrifon 
that they were not to expect any 
quarter) continued their firing 
till the evening, The troops that 
were to ftorm the fort did not 
attempt it; and the victory re- 
mained to the fort and the gallies. 
_ Col, Smith, who had been fome- 
time fuperfeded in his command 
by the baron d’Arand, a Pruffian 


officer, got the command age 
by his abfence occafioned by fick- 
nefs, 

The garrifon was very much 


decreafed by the dead, wounded 
and fick, and it was thought ne- 
ceflary to relieve part of it, and 
fome Virginia Pennfylvania 
troops took place of the militia, 
‘The fatigue in a place where 
no. body could fleep, on account 
of the numerous fhells, the gar- 
rifon not having any coverings 
was as great as the danger. The 
falt provifions, the water in whi 
they were Ps to walk to the 
knees, the co nigh and efpe- 
cially the want of fleep, turned 
the men to the hofpital. , 
¢ 
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The inclemency of the fea 
fon, almoft infupportable in the 
fort, was na troublefome to 
the encmy. In the beginning 
of the fiege, the gerifon had 
opened the beach of Province 
Ifland, in order to overflow it. 


The enemy Alled up the beach | 


again, but not with fufficient 
care; for a heavy {term with 
north eaft wind, raifed the wa- 
ter fo high, and increafed its 
{trength in that it broke 
the beach, and almoft overflow- 
ed the ifland. Mud ifland was 
drowned as much as the oppo- 
fite fhore. The water was two 
feet deep in the fort, and all 
the barracs that yet remained 
were filled with it; and the fire 
from either fide was neither 
heavy nor continual. 

The enemy confidering that 
if the fort was not taken orde- 
ftroyed, they would be obliged 
ta evacuate Philadelphia, made 
new and ftronger batteries, and 
about the 8th of November, kept 
up an inceflant fire againift the 
fort. All the pallifades were 
broken down, the block houfes 
ruined, the ditch filled up with 
mud by the laft ftrong tides. 
Capt. Treat, who diftinguifhed 
himfelf by his bravery, and his 
lieutenant were killed, the gar- 
rifon exhaufted and reduced, col. 
Smith wounded, who went out 
of the fort with the old garrifon, 
being relieved by major Thayr, 
with fome New-England troops. 
M. Fleury would not be reliev- 
ed, but remained with the new 
garrifon, and under the three 
commanding officers fuccef- 
lively, 

The enemy were now per- 


fuaded that the promifes of their 


engineer Montrefor, who had 
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conttruéted the fort, and had 
boafted at the beginning that 
he would reduce itina few days, 
were vain, and expetting very 
little from their land batteries, 
depended upon their fleet, and 
cutdown a large India-man asa 
floating battery. } 

The channel between Hog 
and Tinicum iflands had not 
been ftopped. The tide broken 
by the chevaux de frize in the 
main channel, had openeda new 
current on that fide, where the 
river was decper than it) was 
thought to be. 

The fiege had already lafted 
trom the 27th of September till 
the rsth of November. All was 
deftroyed by the carcafes, fhells, 
and balls. On the rgth of that 
month, the enemy made a furi- 
ous attack by the river, and land 
and floating batteries on the fort. 

The fhips came as nearto the 
fort as poffible inthe main chan- 
nel, and the Vigilant, carrying 
twenty 24 pounders, came up 
under the protection of the land 
batteries, behind Hog ifland, and 
anchored forty yards from the 
angle of the battery. Fort 
Miflin had been fo much ex- 
pofed on that fide, that on it 
did not remain a fingle gun. 
Major Thayr ordered the 32 
pounder to be carried there, 
which was effected with great 
trouble and danger, Before the 
Vigilant’began to fire, thatfingle 
gun put fourteen fhots in her 
board. But as foon as fhe was 
at anchor, and began to play, 
all refiftance became impoffible, 
In three er tour broad fides, not 
only the parapet, and the earri- 
ares, but even the ion of the 
guns themfelves’ were broken, 
the platform deftroyed, and the 

traveries 
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traverfes beat down, and in half fort with a degree of firmnefs 


a hour, not a gun in the fort 
was able to fire. Soon after the 
Vigilant, a floop of war carry- 
ing eighteen guns came up, and 
anchoring above her, played 
againft the fort all the after- 
noon. 

The gallies were inthe mean 
time employed againft the fhips, 
and the fhells pouring upon the 
fort from Province Ifland, they 
were not able to give us any 
affiftance. 

Inthis critical fituation a ftorm 
was expected all the afternoon, 
‘The garrifon buried in ruins, 
unable toretreat during the day, 
and unwilling to do it, as long 
as they could expeét reinforce- 
ments, had not any expectation 
but to fell their lives as dear as 
they could. However the ene- 
my did not profit of that mo- 
ment. Major Thayer aflembled 
a council of war in the midftof 
the firing, a litcle before night. 
It was impoffible to defend the 
fort with fo fmall a force, and 
it was determined to call for a 
reinforcement from fort Mercer, 
and if they could not reinforce 
us, fo evacuate the fort. 

Before the council of war 
broke up, Major Fleury, who 
commanded the infantry of the 
battery that day, and Major 
Talbot were wounded by the 
buriting of a fhell, and an of- 
ficer of artillery killed. 

Atten o'clock, no reinforce- 
ment came from Jerfey, but 
boats were fent for tu carry us 
off. It was become impoffible 


to defend the fort any longer. 
Open on all fides, without a 
fingle gun, it was no longer a 
defence for the river. ' 
Major Thayer evacuated the 
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equal to the bravery of his de- 
fence. He fet fire to the re- 
mains of the platform and bar- 
rac, and with lefs thantwo hun- 
dred men, having carried off all 
the wounded, he arrived at fort 
Merter about one o’clock inthe 
morning, being the i man that 
left the fort. 5 

The enemy tock poffeffion 
of the fort half an hour after 
the garrifon had left it. 

Addenda in our next, 


‘ 





A CHARGE delivered ts the Gra- 
duates im Medicine, “at a 
Commencement held at the College 
of Philadelphia, in May 773 
By one of he Profeffors of Me- 
dicine in /2id College. 


Gentlemen, 
T is more in compliance with 
the laudable cuftom inftitut- 
ed in this college, and with your 
particular requeft, than to gra- 
tify my own inglinations, that 
I rife up to deliver you this 
Charge; and although [ have . 
little to fay to you, but what 
you have often heard during 
the courfe of your education, 
yet the fingle circumftance of 
its heing the /a/ time you will 
appear in the character of pu- 
pils before us, may give a weight 
toa few braken hints, which 
the moft formal precepts never 
had before. 
* I fhall confine myfelf chiefly. 
to your conduct towards your 
patients, And of the many du- 
ties which you will owe to them, 
I fhall fele&t only two, which 
have been but little attended to, 
and from which many advan- 
tages will be derived to your 
patients, 















patients, and much reputation 
to yourfelves. 

The firft is, to be very cau- 
tious in prognofticating the 'e- 
vent of dilorders. The practice 
of foretelling life and death in 
difeafes, took i's rife in thofe 
ages when the offices of prieft 
and phyfician were united to- 
gether. There is, I grant, a 
pofibility of foretelling the iffue 
of chronic difeafes, but the exact 
limits between life and death in 
acute difeafes have never been 
fixed. Perhaps the credit of 
phyfic has fuffered more by 
pretenfions. to knowledge in 
thefe matters, than by all the 
charges. which have been 
brought againft it, It becomes 
you, therefore, as you loveand 
honour your profeffion, to en- 
deavour to reicue it from that 
jult contempt to which this af- 
fectation of the gift of prophecy 
has expoted it. 

For the fame reafon let me 
advife you, in the fecond place, 
never to givea patient over. ** To 
pronounce difeafes incurable 
(‘ays the late excellent’ Doétor 
Gregory) is to eftablifh igno- 
rance and inattention by law, 
and to fecure ignorance from 
reproach. There are indeed fo 
few difeafes that can be pro- 
nounced in their own nature 
defperate, that we fhould annex 
no other idea to the word, but 
that of a difeafe which we do 
not know how to cure.” You 
mutt therefore difpute every 
inch of ground with death, nor 
fufter yourfelves to be moved 
with the entreaties of the friends 
of your patients, who are too 
apt to give over applying medi- 
cines in-extreme cafes, from the 
fear of tormenting them. This 
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arifes from a falfe apprehenfion 
of the ftate ot the body in its 
dificlution. We finddeath com- 
pared by the ancient poets and 
philofophers, and even by the 
in{pired writers, to a fleep > So 
gentle and imperceptible areits 
approaches. And if we may 
judge from the appearancesjand 
even acknowledgments of fome 
people in their jaft moments, I 
believe that many men have en-~ 
dured more pain from a violent 
fit of the gout or tooth-ach, 
than others have endured from 
what are commonly called the 
pangs of death. Nunquam def- 
perandum eft, fhould be the mot- 
to of every phyfician. 

1 need take no pains to con- 
vince you that phyfic is a {ci- 
ence, and furnithed with prin- 
ciples that have been long fince 
reduced to a fyftem. As a re- 
ligion of fome kind has been 
found neceffary in all countries 
to preferve good morals; fofyf- 
tems of fome kind are abfolute- 
ly neceflary to preferve a regu- 
lar mode of practice in phytic, 
The moft zealous advocates for 
empericifm are obliged to ac- 
knowledge this, with all their 
prejudices againft them. It has 
been your peculiar happinefs in 
this college, to hear parts of 
moré than one fyftem, without 


being forced by the authority: 


of names or the rigour of laws, 
to affent to any of them. Let 
it be your bufinefs hereafter to 
compare what you have heard 
with your own obfervations, 
and then to judge for yourfelves. 
Only let me caution you againft 
a fervile attachment to any one 
fyitem. This will create a bi+ 
gotry in phyfic which will check 
a {pirit of enquiry, and ane 
o 
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of accomodating theory to facts, 
will lead you to accomodate facts 
to theory. 

Give me leave further to re- 
commend a gentlemanny beha- 
viour towards your brethren of 
the profeffion, In a competi- 
tion of intereits and reputation, 
it is difficult to preferve a jutt 
temper of mind: But a true 
fenfe of the weaknefs of human 
reafon---of the difficulty of ob- 
fervation---of the uncertainty 
of theory---of the want of pre- 
cifion in our terms---and of the 
brevity of human life, will raife 
you above blaming, much more 
cenfuring the fuppofed miftakes 
of your brother practitioners. 
Don’t efteem a man lefs than 
yourfelves, becaufe his oppor- 
tuniies of improvement have 
been inferior to your own. 
Much mifchief has been done 
mn phyfic under the fanction of 
a diploma. A man may be 
a regular phyfician who ne- 
ver attended a lecture on any 
branch of medicine, but deriv- 
ed all his knowledge from na- 
ture and experience. Above all 
deal gently with the prejudices 
of age; and fhould you live to 
be old, treat with the fame gen- 
tlenefs the ignorance and petu- 
lance of youth. Remember theie 
are the natural infirmities of 
thofe two ftages of life. In a 
word, in all your condu& do 
to them what you would wifh 
in like circumftances they fhould 
do to you. 

I {hall conclude by remind- 
Sng you, that you have not yet 
finifhed your ftudies. You have 
enly acquired a foundation here, 
on which to build muft be the 
bufinefs of your future lives. 
You cannot want motives of 
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the moft intefefting nature te 
prompt you to ftudy inthis new 
country. While the phyficians 
of the other parts of the world 
rely chiefly for reputation upon 
the novelty or ingenuity of fy- 
ftems drawn up in thcir clofets, 
you have here an ample field 
for enquiry opened before you, 


The epidemic and endemic gif. ~ 


eafes, the climates and foils, the 
plants, animals,and foffils which 
are peculiar to Ametica, remain 
yet to tranfmit fome favourite 
names with honour to pofterity. 
Perhaps difcoveries may be made 
in this country, which may re- 
move thofe complaints of im- 
perfetion which prevail in eve- 
ry branch of philofophy; for 
the mighty fabric of {cience may 
be compared to a_ well-built 
arch, which refts not upof’a 
part, but upon the whole of the 
matenals which compofe.it, 
We cannot take our leave of 


you without expreffing theun- | - 


eafine{s we feel upon being part- 
ed. The pleafure of receiving 
and communicating inftruction, 
we believe, was reciprocal with 
us, May the blefiings of hun 
dreds and thoufands ready to 
perifh comeupon you! andmay 
you always enjoy. every pofible 
torr of happinefsand pro(perity. 





Remarkable Encounter of a@ white 
Man with two Indians. Ina 
Letter to a Gentleman of this 
City. 


Wefmoreland, April 26. 1779+ 
Dear Sir 

| Wrote you a note a few days 

ago,in which promifed you 

the particulars of an affair be- 

tweena white man of thiscoun~ 
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ty, and two Indians: Now I 
mean to relate the whole ftory, 
and it is as follows 

The'white man was upwards 
of fixty years of age, his name 
is David Morgan, a kinfman 
to col. Morgan of the rifle bat- 
talion. This man had, through 
fear of the Indians, fled to a 





‘ fort about twenty miles above 


the Province line, and near the 
eaft fide of the Monongahela ri- 
ver. From thence he ijent fome 
of his younger children to his 
plantation, which was about a 
mile diftant, there to do fome 
bufinefs in the field, He after- 
wards thought fit to follow, and 
fee how they fared. Getting 
to his field, and feating himfelf 
upon the fence, within view of 
his children, where they were 
at work, he efpyed two indians 
making towards them ; on which 
he called to his children to make 
their efcape, for there were in- 
dians, The indians immediate- 
ly bended their courfe towards 
him. He madé the beft hafte 
to efcape away, that his age 
and confequent infirmity woudd 
permit ; but foon found he would 
be overtaken, which made him 
think of defence. Being armed 
with a good rifle he faced about 
and found himéelf under the ne- 


 ceffity of running four or five 


perches back towards tie indi- 
ans, in order to obtain fhelter 
behind a tree of ‘ufficient fize. 

This unexpected manceuvre 
obliged the indians, who were 
clofe by, to ftop where they had 
but fmall timber to fhelter be- 
hind, which gave Mr, Morgan, 
an opportunity of fhooting one 
of them dead upon the fyot. 
The other, taking the advan- 
tage of Morgan’s empty gun, 
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advanced! upo n him, and put 
him to flight a fecond time, and 
being lighter of foot than the 
old man, foon came up within 
a few paces, when he fired at 
him, but fortunately miffed him, 
On this Mr. Morgan faced about 
again, to try his fortune, and 
clubbed his firelock. The 
indian, by this time had got 
his tomahawk in order for a 
throw, at which they are very 
dextrous. Morgan made the 
blow, and the indian the throw, 
almoft at the fame inftant, by 
which the little finger was cut 
of Morgan’s left hand, and the 
one next to it almoft off, and 
his gun broke off by the lock. 
Now they came to clofe grips 
Morgan put the indian down; 
but foon found himfelf overturn- 
ed, and the indian upon him feel~ 
ing for his knife, and yelling moft 
hideoufly, as their manner is 
when they look upon vidtery to 
be certain. However a woman's 
apron which the indian had 
plundered out of a houfe in the 
neighbourhood, and tied on him, 
above his knife, was’ now im his 
way, and fo hindered him get- 
ting at it quickly, that Morgan 
got one of his fingers faff in 
his mouth, and fo deprived him 
of' the ufe of that hand, by hold- 
ing ps ae difconcerted him 
confiderably by chewing it; 
the whi” Bening Sump 
how he would come on wi 
his knife. At length withal the 
indizn got hold of his knife, bur 
fo far towards the blade, thar 
‘Morgan got a {mall hold of the 
hinder end; and as the indian 
pulled it out of the feabbard, 
Morgan giving his finger a fe- 
vere icrew with his teeth,twitch- 
ed it out through his hand, cut- 
ung 
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ting it moft grievoufly, By this 
time they were both got partly 
on their feet, and the indian 
was endeavouring to difengage 
himfelf; but Morgan held fait 
by the finger, and quickly ap- 
a the point of the knife to 
the fide of its favage owner; a 
bone happening in the way, 
prevented its penetrating any 
great depth, but a fecond blow 
directed more towards the bel- 
ly, found free pafiage into his 
bowels. The old man turned 
the point upwards made alarge 
wound, burying the knife there- 
in, and fo took his departure 
inftantly to.the fort, with the 
news of his adventure. | 
On the report.of, Mr, Mor- 
gan a party went out from the 
ort, and found the firft indian 
where he fell; the fecond they 
found not yet dead, at one hun- 
dred yards diftance from the 
icene of action, hid in the top 
of a fallen tree, where he had 
picked the knife out of his bo- 
dy, after which had come out 
parched corn, &c, and had bound 
up his wound with the apron 
aforementioned; and on firft 
fight he falutedthem with, How 
do do broder, how do do broder? 
but alas, poor favage, their bro- 
therhood to him extended only 
to tomahawking, {calping, and, 
to gratify fome peculiar Rothaoe 
of their own, fKinning them 
both; and they have their fkins 


now in preparation for drum 
heads. 


Iam &c. 


P. §. This affair happen- 
ed about the firft of April in- 
ftant, 
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Signal Prowe/s of a Woman, ina 
Combat with ome Indians. In 
a Letter taa Lady of this City, 


Wefimoreland, April 26. 1779; 
Madam, 
Have wrote to Mr, | sms of 
your city, an account of a 
very particular affair between 
a white man and two indians, ~ 
I am now to give you a rela» 
tion in which you will fee howa 
perfon of your fex acquitted her-~ 
felf in defence of ber own life, 
and that of her hufband and chil- 
dren. 

The lady who is the burthen 
of this ftory, is named Experi. 
ence Bozarth, She lives on a 
creck called Dunkard-creek, in 
the fouth-weft corner of this 
county., About the middle of 
March laft, two or three fami- 
lies who were afraid to ftay at 
home, gathered to her houfe, and 
there itayed; looking on them- 
{elves to be fafer than when all 
fcattered about at their own 
houfes. 

On acertain day fome of the 
children thus colleéted, came 
running in from play in great 
hafte, faying, there were ugly 
red men. One of the men in 
the houfe ftepped to the door, 
where he received a ball in the 
fide of his breaft, which caufed 
him to fall back into the houle, 
The indian was immediately in 
over him, and engaged with a- 
nother man who was in the houfe, 
The man toffed the indiam on a 


»bed, and called for a knife to 
' killhim. (Obferve thefe were 


all the men that. were in the 
houfe.) Now Mrs. Bozrath ap- 
pears the only defence, who not 
finding a knife at hand, took up 
an ax that Jay by, and ie 4 
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blow cut out the brains of the 
indian. At that inftant, (for all 


‘was inftantaneous) a fecond in- 


dian entered the door, and thot 
the man dead, who was engag- 
ed with the indian on the bed. 
Mrs. Bozarth turned to this fe- 
cond indian, and with her ax 
gave him feveral large cuts, 
fome of which let his entrails 
appear. He bawled out, mur- 
der, murder, (poor devil, as he 
himfelf had not been at mur- 
der). On this, fundry other in- 
dians (who had hitherto been 
fully employed, killing fome 
children out of doors )came rufh- 
ing to his relief; one of whofe 
heads Mrs. Bozarth clove in 
two with her ax, as he ftuck 
it in at the door, which laid 
him flat upon the foil. Another 
fnatched hold of the wounded 
bellowing fellow, and pulled 
him out of doors, and Mrs. 
Bozarth, with the affiftance of 
the man who was firft fhot in 
the door, and by this time alittle 
recovered, fhut the door after 
them, and made it fait, where 
they kept garrifon for feveral 
days, the dead man and dead 
indian both inthe houfe with 
them, and the indians about 
the houfe befieging them. At 
length they were relieved by a 
party fent for that purpofe. 
This whole affair, to fhutting 
the door, was not perhaps more 
than three minutes in acting. 
The indians are exceeding 
troublefome on our borders, aid 
feveral extraordinary adventures 
happen, which would be end- 
lefs to relate, I have felected 
thefe two, as the moft remark- 
able that have fallen within my 
knowledge, which I expeé& you 
will communicate to each other. 
Lam, &c, 
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Continued from p. 150. 


IR, faid I, upon a moment’s 

) recollection, I believe lam 
miftaken with regard to fome 
particulars in the affair of Col. 
Ramfay: He was firft attacked 
by one dragoon, whom he thruft 
through the body with his fword. 
Again by a fecend, whom he 
was about to have difpatched in 
the fame manner. A third in 
the mean time coming up, dif- 
charged his piftol or fufee upon 
his cheek, the ball glancing 
off the bone, and leaving him 
a painful but not dangerous 
wound, 

Having given you the trouble 
to make this fmall correction 
in my narrative, | proceed with 
the relation of our journey on 
the plain of Monmouth. 

Riding on we came to the 
houfe of Mr. W-k-ff, around 
which lay a pretty ftore of 
cannon-ball and grape-fhot, 
which had been difcharged on 
the enemy in their retreat. The 
houfe of Mr. W-k-ff had been 
made ufe of, during the engage- 
ment, to receive the wounded 
of the enemy, as it would ap- 
pear from the ftreams of blood 
vifible upon the floor, when 
this gentleman returned to take 
pofleffion of his dwellimg. It 
will not be neceflary to inform 
you, asit is what you muft pre- 
{ume without information, that 
the houfe of Mr. W-k-ff, had 
been plundered of every thing 
which he had not been able to 
convey from thence, before. the 
enemy had advanced. to his 
neighbourhood. He had. loft, 
if my memory ferves me, to the 
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value of four thoufand pounds 
currency. 


We detained feveral hours at 
the houfe of Mr. W-k-ff, until 
the heat of the day had confi- 
derably abated, and the fun be- 
gan to dart his rays lefs per- 
pendicular. We then advanc- 
ed in company with this gen- 
tleman the diftance of a mile 
and a half farther on the plain, 
‘and found ourfelyes with the 
Monmouth village on our right, 
and a ravine In front traverfing 
the plain ina line of north-eait 
from the village. The weft mar- 
gin of this ravine we remarked 
as that which mutt have been a 
good pofition on which to make 
a ftand, when the enemy were 
advancing on the eaft of it, at 
the time Gen. Lee had retired 
fome diftance from before them. 
On the right, the pefition was 
aflifted by the village, and the 
weftern margin which was, 
where we ftood, equally ele- 
vated with the eaftern, had the 
advantage of an orchard, though 
not of greatly {fpreading and um- 
brageous trees, 

_ We paffed the ravine upon a 

biidge of {plit timbers, laid tranf- 
verlely uponthe unftable marfh, 
and now were upon the {pot of 
ground which was the utmoft 
advance of the divifion under 
Gen. Lee, who in this place 
had difcovered the columns of 
the enemy, one of them advanc- 
ing in his front, the other on 
his right, with an intention to 
turn it. To prevent this, he 
he had left one half of his di- 
vifion to hold a countenance 
upon the enemy in front, while 
with the other half of his divifi- 
on he had marched parallel with 
the ravine about a mile towards 


of Vanheft. 


the village, and for fome reafons 
had afterwards drawn off to the 
weftern margin of the ravine of 
which we have already fpoken, 
as having the appearance of a good 
pofition. ‘This retreat of the ge- 
neral is greatly cenfured. It is 
not in my power, unacquainted 
with the number of the troops, 
and the circumftances of the mo- 
ment, to form any judgment, 
‘Uhe general is under an arreft, 
and the court-martial, | make no 

doubt, will determine juftly. 
Half a mile in advance of the 
ravine, we came to the houfe of 
the aged Mr, W-K-ff, the fa- 
ther of the gentleman with whom 
we rode. The young ladies of 
the family gave us feveral {mall 
pete of information, re- 
ative to circumftances of the 
parties of our army and of the 
enemy, on the morning of the 
day of the engagement. A par- 
ty of the markfmen of the ene- 
my had placed themfelves in the 
garden to the north of the houfe, 
amongft the bufhes and the trees, 
and behind the paling of the gar- 
den. A party of about 60 of 
our light horfe advanced to the 
fouth of the houfe, and amongtt 
thefe was a Mr. W-k-if, the 
brother of the young ladies, This 
entleman had canverfed with his 
fitter from the front coor, and 
received information of the ene- 
my, while the other of the fitters 
was reafoning from the door op- 
pofite with the party of the ene- 
my in ambufcade, and advifing 
them (faucy creatures) to with- 
draw; for certainly the Ame- 
ricans would be fhortly up, and 
might, in their malicious pur- 
pofe, do them real damage. On 
the information given by his fif- 
ter, the brother and his party 
immeciately 
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immediately drew off. but, in 
their retreat, captain Dickinfon 
received a ball, which making a 
furrow of about half its depth, 
paffed upon his head, and by this 
wound, fo delicately made, he 
inftantly dropt. Half a mile to 
the eaft of this houfe, we found 
ourfelyesat the forks of the Mid- 
dletown and Shrewfbury roads, 
where the enemy had encamped, 
and where their main body was 
the evening before the bartle. 
Not far from this ground, the 
enemy in their retreat had burnt 
feveral houfes, the ruins of which 
we furveyed as we paffed along, 
but to us who had feen the fub- 
urbs of Philadelphia, it was no 
new fpectacle. 

Mr, W-k ff having now left 
us, we proceeded on the road to 
Middleton, which we had the 
curiolity to vifit, as far as the 
houfe of Mr.Cov-nh-n,who with 
great civility received us, and 
made us very happy with his 
converfation, which was foft, po- 
lite, and fenfible. ‘This gentle- 
man informed us, that at the 
time of the retreat of general 
Lee, the greater part of the bag- 
gage of the enemy was but a 
{mall diftance in the rear of their 
advancing columns and had that 
officer attacked at this jun¢ture 
with fuccefs, the whole muit 
have fallen into our hands. 

Next day we faw Middleton, 
and had a profpect of the bay of 
Amboy, 

The day following we rode 
to Shrewfbury, and dipt ourfelves 
in the water of the ocean. We 
then re-meafured back our jour- 
ney on the plain of Monmouth, 
and bending northward on the 
day after, met the Raritan, which 
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having traced to thefe mountains, 
we were happy laft evening to 
be received to your hofpitable 
dwelling. 

I had finifhed my narration, 
and the hermit of the cave was 
filent; but from the kindling luf- 
tre of his eyes, at every circum-~ 
ftance which in the courfe of the 
narration, reflected honour on 
the arms of America, it was evi 
dent that he was in fentiment a 
whig 

Neverthelefs I was ftill great- 
ly at a lofs to know what could 
be the caufe of his retirement to 
his prefent folitude. On my firit 
acquaintance with him, 1 had 
thought it poffible he might be 
difaffeéted with the prefent caufe 
of America, and had withdrawn 
to this mountain, that he might 
not be under the neceffity of 
taking any part in the cunteft. 
But the vifible benevolence and 
good fenfe of the man, and at 
the fame time, the plea ure dif- 
coverable in his countenance on 
every circumf{tance of advantage 
in our favour, placed it beyond 
a doubt, that he was a friend to 
America, However, I had a de- 
fire to know his hiftory, and for 
this reafon, atter fome preface of 
fmooth words, hinted to him 
that curiofity which had natu- 
rally been excired in my mind, 
and requefted him, though in a 
manner diftant, and with fome 
degree of that delicacy which the 
circumftance required, that it 
would give me great pleafure to 
hear the life and travels of a man 
of his years and experience. 

My fon, faid he, ( will with 
ereat pleafure gratify your very 
natural and pardonable curiofity : 
But the ftory of my life is fad- 
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ned with adverfity, and will 
accord better with the fhadows 
of the evening. Until that time 
give me leave to defer the nar- 
rative. ‘Ihe day you fee is be- 
come bright with the rays of the 
cloud-diipelling fan. It is time 
that we go upon the foil to col- 
leét fruits and vegetables for the 
fhort repaft of the dinner hour. 
After which it will remain for 
the flow hours of the day, that 
we try the river with the hook, 
and return home to light up the 
cave with the twilight lamp, and 
while Bernardus drefles what we 
may have taken, it. will our a- 
mufement to;recal former times, 
and repeat with a melancholy 
pleafure, the laborious toils of 
experience in the ways of men. 
To be continued. 


GREEN TEA in America, 


Ladies, 
HIS is the beft feafon to pre- 
pare your bloom, hyfon, 
and beft green teas for the next 
year. But you will afk, Where 
fhall we find them? Thedefign of 
this advertifement is to inform 
you, !n many parts of this great 
continent, to which the truly 
cot man Columbus ought to 
ave given the name, (a juftice 
to his memory which I hope the 
Hon, Congrefs, will fome time 
take into their wife confderati- 
on) I fay, in this country, fra- 
dulently named America, in low 
grounds, where are ponds of 
water in winter, and only damp 
ground in fummer, grows a tree 
commonly known by the name 
of peach-tree oak ; the tree be- 
ing like a fmooth-bark’d Spanifh 
oak, with a leaf like the peach 


tree, but fearcely as broad; this 
is either the real Eaft-India green 
tea,or at leaft fo much the fame, 
in all the fenfible qualities of fmell, 
tafte, colour, afpect, and aftrin- 
gency, that I prefume no rerfon 
could know them apart, equally 
prepared, and in different tea- 
pots, 
if it be farther enquired, how 
] know it? I anfwer, | have uf- 
ed no other the laft year. Know- 
ing that this part of America fo 
exactly agrees with China and 
other parts of the Eaft-Indies, 
where the teas are made, lying 
not only in the fame latitudes, but 
in the fame manner towards the 
ocean, with like winds, foil, and 
produce, not common to any 
other parts; J thought that tea 
muft grow here too: les there- 
fore tried perhaps all the trees and 
fhrubs here, and fome years ago 
thought the fhrub here calied 
red root was the tea, and fo far 
it was true, thatthe red raot is 
one of three things in that com- 
pound called the youchi or bohea 
tea, the other isthe green tea, the 
third article ] am not certain of, 
but think it may probably be the 
leaves of the wild rofe, all.well 
mixt together; which mixture 
the Chinefe themfelves prefer to 
the green, But we mutt never 
forget, that no teas of any kind 
whatever, can be properly cured, 
or be fit for ufein lefs than twelve 
months; its being carried over 
feas is alfo a great improvement, 
My difcovering the peach tree 
oak to be the green tea was at lalt 
accidental. | had tafted the leaves, 
found them pleafant, filled my 
pockets, and threw them into a 
prefs. A confiderable time af- 
ter, at the door of the prefs, 1 
perceived a fine fmell-of green 
tea, 
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tea, which drew my curiofity, as 
I knew I had neither bought, or 
allowed myfelf to tafte the Eaft- 
India teas, fince it became the 
oftenfible price of fome of the 
beft blood in America; though 
I] had been a poor flave to that 
womanifh practice before. Find- 
ing it pofleffed of the fmell, and 
alfo the tafte in tea when cold, 
but having fome greenilh or fage 
like tafte when hot. I tried va- 
rious ways of curing and manu- 
facturing it, as fweating it in jugs, 
in a water bath, drying in an 
oven, &c. but after all, fome 
greenifh tafte would attend it 
while new. Nothing but age 
will cure it; that which i threw 
by laft year is good now. All 
fweating, &c, only weakens the 
tea, without any improvement, 

I would therefore propofe, that 
all who have fuch trees in their 
neighbourhood would gather the 
young leaves now while it is in 
flower, or indeed at any time 
while the leaves are juicy and of 
adeep green ; for when the wea- 
ther grows very hot and dry, they 
grow thin, weak, and lofe their 
flavour. Let the leaves be dried 
28 foon as poflible in a fhade, and 
then only crumble with your 
hands, and prefs them hard into 
cannifters, glafs velflels, clean 
{tone jugs, or any well tin’d vef- 
fel. They cannot be too well 
prefled down, or tooclofely con- 
fined from the air. Thefe can- 
nifters or veflels are to be laid 
by, or carried over fea, &c, but 
not to be opened till it has been 
packed up at leaft one whole year. 

1 know of no objection againtt 
this propofal, except tiie old a- 
dage, ** Things far-fetched aud 
dear-bought are fitte/? for ladies.” 
But I hope in our country there 
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are at leaft great numbers, who 
can facrifice vanity, curiofity, 
and foreign expenfive trifles, to 
virtue, good fenfe, ceconomy, 
and the love of their country. 
Yours, &c. 
M. W, 
Lewes, April 13. 1779. 
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ConsTiTuTions of the feveral 
STATES, 


The ConsTITUTION of the Come 
mnwea'th of Pennfylvania, as: 
eftablifhed by the General Con-~ 
vention elefed for that Pur- 
pole, and held at Philadelphia, 
Fuly 15th, 1776. and continu- 
ed by Adjournments to Sept. 23. 
1776. 


HEREAS all government 
ought to be inftituied and 
fupported for the fecurity and 
protection of the community as 
fuch, and to enable the individu- 
als who compofe it to enjoy their 
natural rights, and the other 
bleffings which the author of ex- 
iftence has beftowed upon man; 
and whenever thefe great ends 
of government are not obtained, 
the people have a right, by com- 
mon confent to change it, and 
take fuch meafures as to them 
may appear neceffary to promote 
thew fafety and happinels. And 
whereas the inhabitants of this 
Commonwealth have, in confi- 
deration of proteétion only, here- 
tofore acknowledged allegiance 
to the king of Great- Britain, and 
the faid king has not only with- 
drawn that protection, but com- 
menced, and {till continues to 
carry on, with unabated venge- 
ance, a moft cruel and unjuft 
war againft them, employing 
therein, 
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therein, not only the troops of 
Great-Britain, but foreign mer- 
cenaries, favages, and flaves, for 
the avowed purpofe of reducing 
them to a total and abjeét fub- 
miffion to the defpotic domina- 
tion of the Britifh Parliament, 
with many other aéts of tyranny, 
(more fully fet forth in the De- 
claration of Congrefs) whereby 
all allegiance and fealty to the faid 
king and his fucceflors arediflolved 
andat anend,and all power and au- 
thority derived from him ceafed 
in thefe Colonies. And whereas it 
is abfolutely neceflary forthewel- 
fare and fafety of the inhabitants 
of the faid Colonies, that they 
be henceforth free and independ- 
ent States, and that juft, perma- 
nent, and proper forms of go- 
vernment exift in every part of 
them, derived from, and found: 
ed on the authority of the peo- 
ple only, agreeable to the direc- 
tions of the Hon. American Con- 
grefs, We, the Reprefentatives 
of the Freemen of Pennfylvania, 
in General Convention met, for 
the exprefs purpofe of framing 
fuch a government, confefling 
the goodnefs of the great Gover- 
nor of the Univerfe (who alone 
knows to what degree of earthly 
happinefs mankind may attain, 
by perfecting the arts of govern- 
ment) in permitting the people 
of this State, by common con- 
fent, and without violence, de- 
hiberately to form for themfelves 
fuch juft rules as they fhall think 
beft, for governing their future 
fociety ; and being fully convinc- 
ed that it is our indifpenfible du- 
ty to eftablifh fuch original prin- 
ciples of government, as will beft 
promote the general happinefs 
of the people of this State, and 
their pofterity, and provide for 


future improvements, ‘without 
partiality for or prejudice againft 
any particular clafs, fect, or de- 
nomination of men whatever, Do, 
by virtue of the authority vefted 
in us by our conftituents, ordain, 
declare, and eftablifh, the follow - 
ing Declaration of Rights, and 
Frame of Government, to be The 
Conftitution of this Common- 
wealth, and to remain in force 
therein for ever, unaltered, ex- 
cept in fuch articles as fhall here- 
after on experience be found to 
require improvement, and which 
{hall by the fame authority of the 
people, fairly .delegated as this 

rame of Government direéts, be 
amended or improved for the 
more effectual obtaining and fe- 
curing the great end and defign of 
all government, herein before 
mentioned, 


Cuap. I, 
A Declaration of the Rights of 
the Inhabitants of the State of 
Pennfylvania. 


I. THAT all men are born 
equally free and independent, and 
have certain natural, inherent and 
unalienable rights, amongft which 
are, the enjoying and defending 
lite and liberty, acquiring, pol 
feffing, and protecting property, 
and purfuing and obtaining hap- 
pinefs and fatety, 

2. That allmen have a natural 
and unalienable right to worthip 
Almighty God according to the 
dictates of their own coniciences 
and underftanding: And that no 
man ought, or of right can be 
compelled to attend any religious 
worthip, or ereét or fupport any 
place of worfhip, or maintain 
any Miniftry, contrary to, of 
againft, his own free will and 

confent: 
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confent: Nor can any man, who 
acknowledges the being of a God, 
be juttly deprived or abridged of 
any ciyil rightas a citizen, on ac- 
count of his religious fentiments 
or peculiar mode of religious wor- 
fhip: And that no authority can 
or ought to be vefted in, or af- 
fumed by, any power whatever, 
that fhall in any caf interfere 
with, or inany manner controul, 
the rightof confcience in the free 
exercife of religious worthip. 

3. That the people of this State 
have the fole, exclufive, and in- 
herent right of governing and 
regulating the internal police of 
the fame, 

4. That all power being ori- 
ginally inherent in, and confe- 

uently derived from, the people; 
hisséioes all officers of govern- 
ment, whether legiflative or exe- 
cutive, are their truftees and fer- 
vants, and at all times account- 
able to them. 

5. That government is, or 
ought to be, initituted for the 
common benefit, protection, and 
fecurity of the people, nation, or 
community ; and not for the par- 
ticular emolument or advantage 
of any fingle man, family, or fet 
of men, who area part only of 
that community: And that the 
community hath an indubitable, 
unalienable, and indefeafible right 
to reform, alter, or abolifh go- 
vernment in fuch manner, as 
fhall be by thatcommunity judg- 
ed moft conducive to the public 
weal. 

6. That thofe who are em- 
ployed in the legiflative and ex- 
ecutive bufinefs of the State 
may be reftrained from oppref- 
lion, the people have a right, at 
fuch periods as they may think 
Proper, to reduce their public 
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officers to a private ftation, and 
fupply the vacancies by certain 
and regular elections, 

7. T hat all ele€tions ought to 
be free; and that all free men 
having « fufficient evident com- 
mon intereit with, and attach- 
ment to the community, have a 
right to elect officers, or be elec- 
ted into office. 

8, ‘That every member of fo- 
ciety hath a right to be protected 
in the enjoyment of life, liberty, 
and property, and therefore is 
bound to contribute his propor- 
tion towards the expence of that 
protection, and yield his perfon- 
al fervice, when neceflary, or 
an equivalent thereto: But no 
part of a man’s property can be 
juftly taken from him, or appli 
ed to public ufes, without hisown 
confent, or that of his legal re- 
prefentatives: Nor can any man 
who is confcientioufly fcrupulous 
of bearing arms, be juftly com- 
pelled thereto, if he will pay fuch 
equivalent: Nor are the 
bound by any laws, but fuch as. 
they have in like manner aflent- 
ed to, for their common good, 

g. That in all profecutions 
for criminal offences, aman hath 
a right to be heard by himfelf 
and his council, to demand the: 
caufe and nature of his accufati- 
on, to be confronted with the 
witnefles, to call for evidence in 
his favour, and a fpeedy public 
trial, by an ienpestial jell of the 
country, without the unanimous 
confent of which jury he cannot 
be found guilty: Nor can he be 
com velled to give evidence againft 
himfelf: Nor can cee be 
juttly deprived of his liberty, ex- 
cept by the laws of the land, or 
the judgment of his peers, 

10. Phat the people have a 
right 
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right to hold themftlves, their 
houfes, papers, and pofleffions 
free from fearch or feizure; and 
therefore warrants without oaths 
or afirmations firlt made, afford- 
ing a fufficient foundation for 
them, and whereby any officer 
or meflenger may be command- 
ed or required to fearch fufpect- 
ed places, or to feize any perfon 
or perfons, his or their proper- 
ty, not particularly defcribed, are 
contrary to that right, and ought 
not to be granted. 

11. That in controverfies re- 
fpecting property, and in fuits 
between man and man, the par- 
ties have a right to trial by jury, 
which ought to be held facred. 

12. That the people havea 
right to freedom of fpeech, and 
of writing, and publifhing their 
fentiments; therefore the free- 
dom of the prefs ought not to be 
reftrained, 

13. hat the people have a 
right to bear arms for the de- 
fence of themfelvesand the State ; 
and as ftanding armies, in the 
time of peace, are dangerous to 
liberty, they ought not tobe kept 
up: And that the military thould 
be kept under ftri€& {ubordinati- 
on to, and governed by, the civil 
power, 

14. hata frequent recurrence 
to fundamental principles, and a 
firm adherence to juftice, mo- 
deration, temperance, induftry, 
and frugality, are abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to preferve the bleffings 
of liberty, and to keep a govern- 
ment free: The people ought 
therefore to pay particular atten- 
tion to thefe points in the choice 
of Officers and Reprefentatives, 
and have a right to exact a due 
and conftant regard to them, 
from their Legiflators and Ma- 


reftrictions, and exceptions as 


giftrates, in the making and ex- 
ecuting fuch laws as are necef- 
fary for the good government 
of the State. 

15. What ail men have a na- 
tural inherent right to emigrate 
from one State to another that 
will receive them, or to forma 
new State in vacant countries, 
or in fuch countries as they can 
purchafe, whenever they think 
that thereby they may promote 
their own happinefs, 

16, That the people have a 
right to aflemble together, to 
confult for their common good, 
to inftruct their Reprefentatives, 
and to apply to the Legiflature 
for redrefs of grievances, by ad- 
drefs, petition, or remontftrance. 


CHape. Hi, 
Plan or Frame cf Government. 


Seétion the Firft. 

‘THE Commonwealth or State 
of Pennfylvania fha!l be govern- 
ed hereafter by an Affembly of 
the Reprefentatives of the F ree- 
men of the fame, and a Prefident 
and Council, in manner and form 
following-—— 

Se.2, ‘The fupreme legifla- 
tive power fhall be vefted in a 
Houfe of Reprefentatives of the 
Freemen of the Commonwealth 
or State of Pennfylvania. 

Scé. 2. ‘The fupreme execu- 
tive power fhall be vefted in a 
Prefident and Council, 

Sed. 4. Courts of juftice fhall 
be eftablifhed in the city of Phi- 
rt and in every county of 
this State. 

Sed, 5. The freemen of this 
commonwealth and their fons 
{hall be trained and armed for its 
defence, under fuch regulations, 


the 


j 
- 
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the General. Affembly fhall by 
law direét, preferving always to 
the people the right of chufing 
. their colonel and all cOmmiffion- 
ed officers under that rank, in 
fuch manner and as often as by 
the faid laws fhall be directed. 
Sed, 6. Every freeman of the 
full age of twenty-one years, 


having refided in this State for 


the fpace of one whole year next 
before the day of election for 
reprefentatives, and paid public 
taxes during that time, fhall en- 
joy the right of an eleétor: Pro- 
vided always, That fons of free- 
holders of the age of twenty-one 
years fhall be entitled to vote, 
although they have not paid taxes, 

Se, 7, Vhe houfe of repre- 
fentatives of the freemen of this 
commonwealth, fhall confift of 
perfons moft noted for wifdom 
and virtue, to be chofen by the 
freemen of every city and coun- 
ty of this commonwealth re- 
fpectively. And no perfon fhall 
be elected unlefs he has refided in 
the city or coutity for which he 
fhall be chofen, two years im- 
mediately before the faid eleéti- 
on; nor fhall anv member, while 
he continues fuch, hold any other 
office, except in the militia, 

Seé?. 8. No perfon fhall be 
capable of being elected a mem- 
ber to ferve in the houfe of Re- 
prefentatives of the freemen of 
this commonwealth more than 
four years in feven. 

Se. g. The members of the 
houfe of reprefentatives fhall be 
chofen annually ‘by ballot, by the 
freemen of the commonwealth, 
on the fecond ‘Tuefday in O¢to- 
ber, for ever, (except this pre- 
fent year) and fhall meet on the 
fourthMondayof the fame month, 
and fhall be ftiled, Tae General 
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Affemily of Reprefentatives of th® 
Freemen of Pennfylvania, and 
fhall have power to chufe their 
fpeaker, the treafurer of the State, 
and their other officers; fit on 
their own adjournments ; pre- 
pare bills and enaé them into 
laws ; judge of the eleétions' and 
qualifications of their own mem- 
bers; they may expel a mem- 
ber, but not a fecond time for 
the fam caufe; they may admi- 
nifter oaths or affirmations on 
examination of witnefles ; redrefa 
grievances';" impeach ftate cri- 
minals; grant charters of incor- 
poration; conftitute towns, bo- 
rouchs, cities and counties: And 
fhall have all other powersnecef- 
fary for the legiflature of a'free 
{tate or commonwealth: But 
they fhall have, no power to add 
to, alter, abolith, or infringe 
any patt ofthis conftitution, 

Se. 10. A quorum of the 
houfe of reprefentatives fhall con- 
fift of two thirds of the whole 
number of members elected; and 
having met and chofen their 
fpeaker, fhall each of them be- 
fore they proceed to bufinefs, take 
and fubfcribe, as well the oath 
or affirmation of fidelity or alle- 
giance herein after directed, as 
tie following oath or afhirma- 
tion, viz, 

T mm» 40. fwear (or affirm) 
that as a Member of this Affem- 
bly, Twill not propofe or affent 
to any bill, vote, or refolution, 
which fhall appear to me injurtous 
to the people; nor do or confent 
to any aét or thing whatever, that 
foall have'a tendency to leffen or 
abridge their rights and privi- 
leges, as declared in the confittu- 
tion of this fate; but will in all 
things condué? myfeif as a faith- 
ful boneft oe and guar- 
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the beft of my judgment and a if: 
lities. Sas 

And each member befor 
takes his (eat, {hall make and (ub- 
fcribe the following declaration, 
viz. 

I do believe in one God, the 
Creator and Governor of the Uni- 
vere, the rewarder of the good 
and the punifber of the wicked, 
And I do acknowledge the Scrip- 
iures of the Old and New Tef- - 
tament to be given by Divine in- 
Jpiration. 

And no further or other reli- 
gious teft fhall ever after be re- 
quired of any civil officer or ma- 
giftrate in this State. 

' Se, 11. Delegates to repre- 
fent this ftatein Congrefs fhall be 
chofen by ballot by the future 
‘General Affembly at their firft 
meeting, and annually for ever 
afterwards, as long as fuch re- 
prefentation {hall he neceflary. 
Any delegate may be fuperfeded 
at any time, by the General Af- 
fembly appointing another in his 
itead. ‘No man thail fit in Con- 
grefs longer than two years fuc- 
ceffively, nor be capable of re- 
election for three years’ after- 
wards: Andno perfon who holds 
any office in the gift of Congrefs, 
fhall hereafter be eleéted to” re- 
prefent this commonwealth in 
Congrefs. ° 

 Seéf, 12. If any city or cities, 
county or counties fhall neglect 
or refufe to ele&t and fend re- 
prefentatives to the’General Af- 
fembly, two thirds of the mem- 
bers from the cities or counties 
that do eleét and fend reprefen- 
tatives, provided they may bea 
majority of the cities and coun- 
ties of the whole ftate, when met 
fhall have all the powers of the 












al States, Pennfylvania. 
(stuerz! Affembly, as fully and 
amply as if the whole were pre- 


—fent. 
 Seé. 12. The doors of the — 


houfe in which the reprefentatives 
of the freemen of this ftate fhall 
fitin General Affembly, thall be 
tind remain open for the admiffi- 
on of all perfons who behave de- 
cently, except only when the 
welfare of this ftate may require 
the doors to be fhut. | 

Seé?, 14. The votes and pro- 
ceedings of the General Aflem- 
bly fhall be printed weekly dur- 
ing their fitting, with the yeas 
and nays on any queftion, vote, 
or refolution, where any two 
members require it, except when 
the vote is taken by ballot; and 
when the yeas and nays are fo 
taken, every member fhall have 
a right to infert the reafons of 
his vote upon tlie minutes, if 
he defire it. 

Seé?, 15. To the end that laws 
before they are enacted may be 
more maturely confidered, and 
the inconvenience of hafty de- 
terminations as much as poffible 
prevented, all bills of public na- 
ture fhall be printed for the con- 
fideration of the people, before 
they are read in General Aflem- 
bly the laft time for debate and 
amendment; and except on oc- 
cafions of fudden neceffity hall 
not be paffed into laws until the 
next feffion of Affembly ; and 
for the more perfect fatisfaction 
of the public, the reafons and 
motives for making {uch Jaws 
thall be fuliy and clearly expref 
fed in the preambles, ; 

Sed. 16. Vheftile of the laws 
of this commonwealth fhall be, 
66 Be it enudied, and it is bereby 
enalied by the toes of 
the freemen of ti eT, 
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of Pennfyluaniay in General Af?” and fo on hestenialle for ever. 
embly met, and by the authority The wages of the reprefentatives 
of the fame,” And the General im General Affembly, and all 
Allembly fhall affix their feal'to other {tate charges thall be paid 
every bill, as foon as it is enacted out of the ftate treafury, | | 
into a law, which ‘(eal fhall be Se&,. 18. In order that the 
kept by the Affembly, and fhall freemen of this commonwealth 
be called, The /ea/ of the laws of may enjoy the benefit, of eleéti- 
Pennfylvania, and {hall not be on as equally as may be. until the 


© 


- ufed for any other purpofe. reprefentation fhall commence, 


Sea. 17. The city of Phila- as direéted in the foregoing fec- 
delphia, and each county in this tion, each county at its own 
commonwealth refpectively, fhall choice may be divided into dif- 
on the firft Tuefday of Novem- triéts, hold elections therein, and 
ber in this prefent year, and on elect their reprefentatives of the 
the fecond Tuefday in October, county, and their other elective 
annually for the two next fuc- officers, as fhall be hereafter re- 
ceeding years, to wit, the year gulated by the General Affembly 
one. thoufand feven hundred and + of this ftate, And no inhabitant 
feventy feven, and the year one of this {tate fhall have more than 
thoufand feven hundred and fe- one annual vote at the general 
venty eight, chufe fix.perfons co election for reprefentatives in Af- 
reprefent them in General Af- fembly, 
fembly. But»as reprefentatives  Se¢t. 19. For the prefent the 
in proportion to the number of fupreme executive council of this 
taxable inhabitants is the only {tate fhall confift of twelve per- 
principle which can at all times fons, chofen in the following 
fecureliberty,andmake the voice manner: The freemen of the 
of a majority of the people the city of Philadelphia, and of the 
law of the land; therefore the counties of Philadelphia, Chef- 
General Affembly fhall caufe ter, and Bucks, refpectively, thall 
compleat lifts of the taxables in- choofe by ballot one perfon for 
habitants in the city and each the city, and one for each coun- 
county in the commonwealth ty aforefaid, to ferve for three 
refpectively, to be taken, andre- years and no longer, at the time 
turned to them, on or beforethe and place for electing reprefen- 
laft meeting of the Aflembly, tatives in General Aflembly, The 
elected in the year one thoufand freemen of the counties of Lan- 
feven hundred and feventy eight, cafter, York, Cumberland, and 
who fhall appoint a reprefentati- Berks, fhall, in like manner, e- 
on to each, in proportion to the leét one perfon foreach county 
number of taxables fuch returns, refpectively, to ferve as coun- 
which reprefentation fhall con- fellors for two. years, and no 
tinue for the next feven. years longer, And the counties of 
afterwards,..at the end of which, Northampton, Bedford, Nor- 
a new return of the taxable in- thumberland and Weftmoreland 
habitants fhall he made, and a_ refpectively, fhall, in like man- 
reprefentation agreeable thereto ner elect. perfon for each 


appointed by the faid Aflembly, county, to ferve as counfellogs 
; or 
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for one year and. no longer.” 


And at the expiration of 
time for which each counfel 






8 


_ In cafe new additional coun- 


ties {hall hereafter be ereéted in 


> this ttate, fuch county or coun- 


nen ties fhall elect a counfellor, and 






was chofen to ferve, the freemen 
~fuch county or counties fhall be 


of the city of Philadelphia, an 
of the feveral counties .of the 
ftate refpectively,fhall elect one 
perfon to ferve as counfellor for 


three years and no longer; and . 


fo on every third year for ever. 
By this mode of eleétion and 
continual rotation, more men 
will be trained to public bufi- 
nefs, there will in every fubfe- 
quent year be found» in the 
council a number of perfons ac- 
quainted with the proceedings 
of the foregoing years, whereby 
the bufinefs will be more con- 
filtently conduéted, and more- 
over the danger ot eftablithin 


an inconvenient ariftrocacy will” 


be effectually prevented. All 
vacancies in the council that 
may happen by death, refigna- 
tion, or otherwife, fhall be fill- 
ed at the next general election 
for reprelentatives in General 
Affembly, unlefs a particular 
election for that purpofe fhall 
be fooner appointed by the pre- 
fident and council. No mem- 
ber of the General Affembly or 
delegate in Congrefs, fhall be 
chofen a member of the council, 
The Prefident and Vice-Prefi- 
dent fhall be chofen annually 
by the joint ballot of the Ge- 
neral Affembly and Council, of 
the members of the council. 
Any perfon having ferved as a 
counfellor for three fucceflive 
years, fhali be incapable of hold- 
ing that office for four years af- 
terwards. Every member of 
the council fhall be a juttice of 
the peace for the whole com- 
monwealth, by virtue of his 
office. 


annexed to the next neighbour- 
ing counties, and fhall take ro- 
tation with fuch counties. 

‘The Council fhall meet an- 
nually, at the fametime and 
place with the General Affem- 


The treafurer of the fate, 
truftees of the Joan-office, naval 
officers, colleétors of cuftoms 
or excife, judge of the admiral- 
ty, aitornies-general,fheritis and 
prothonotaries, fhall not beca- 
pable of a feat in the General 
Ailembly, Executive Council, 
or Continental Congrefs, 

Se. 20. The Prefident, and 
in his. abfence the Vice-prefi- 
dent with the Council, five of 
whom fhal] be a quorum, fhall 
have power to appoint and com- 
miffionate judges, naval officers, 
judge of the admiralty, attorney 
general, and all other officers, 
civil and military, except fuch 
as are chofen by the General 
Affembly, or the people, agree 
able to this frame of govern- 
ment, and the laws that 
be made hereafter; and 
fupply every vacancy, in. any 
office, occafioned by death, re- 
fignation, removal or difquali- 
fication, until the office, occa 
fioned by death, refignation, 
removal, or difqualification, un= 
til the office can be filled in the 
time and manner directed by 
law or this conftitution. They 
are to correfpond with other 
ftates, and tranfact bufinefs with 
the officers of government, civil , 
and military; and to prepare 
fuch bufinefs as may apppear 
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the Gemeral 


fhall fit .as judges to hear an thority of the freemen) of the 
determine on,, impeachments, Commonwealth of rhe ye 


taking to thei afliftance, for 
advice only, the juftices of the 
fupreme court. And fhall have 
power to grant pardons, and re- 
mit fines, in all. cafes whatfo- 
ever, except in cafes of impeach- 
ment; and in caies of treafon 
and murder, fhal]l bave power 
to grant reprieves, but not. to 
pardon, until the end of the aext 
feffions, of Afflembly; but there 
fhall be noremiffion or mitigati- 
en of punifhments on impeach- 
ments, except by act of the le- 
giflature; they are alfo to take 
care that the laws be faithful- 
ly executed; they are to expe- 
dite the execution of fuch mea- 
fures as may be refolved upon 
by the General Affembly ; and 
they may draw upon the trea~ 
fary for fuch {ums as fhall be 
appropriated by the Houfe: they 
may alfo lay embargoes, or pro- 
hibit: the .exportation of any 
commodity, for any time, not 
exceeding thirty days, in the 
tecefs of the houfe only: They 
may alfo grant fuch licences as 
Shall be. directed by law; and 
fhall have power to call together 
the General Affembly when ne- 
ceflary, befor: the day to which 
they thal) ftand adjourned. The 
Prefident fhall be commander in 
chief of the forces of the ftate, 
but fhall not command in per- 
fon, except advifed thereto by 
the Council, and then only fo 
leng asthey fhall approve there- 
of, The’ Prefident and Coun- 
cu fhall have a Secretary, and 
keep: fair books of their. pro- 
ceedings, wherein any counfel- 
lor may entechis diflent, with 
his reafons in fupport of it, 


fealed with the ftate feal, figned 
by the Prefident or Vice prefi- 
dent, and attefted by the Secre- 
tary; which feal fhall be kept 
by the Council, 

Se. 2.2. sat officer of ftate, 
whether judicial, or executive, 
fhall be Hable to be impeached 
by the General Affembly, either 
when in office, or after his re- 
Signatien, or remova! for mal- 
adminiftration: All impeachs 
ments {hall be before the Pre- 
fident or Vice Prefident and 
Council, who fhall hear and 
determine the fame, | | 

Sef. 23. Thejudges of the 
fupreme court of judicature fhall 
have fixed falaries, be commif- 
fioned for feven years only,.tho’ 
capable of ‘re-appointment at 
the end ofthat term, but re- 
moveable for mifbehaviour at 
any time by the General Affem- 
bly; they fhall mot be allowed 
to fit as members in the Conti- 
nental Congrefs, Executive 
Council, or General Affembly, 
nor tohold any other office civil 
or military, nor to take or re- 
ceive fees or perquifites of any 
kind. 

Se. 24, The fupreme court 
and the feveral courts of com- 
mon pleas of thiscommonwealth 
fhall, befides the powers ufgally 


exercifed by fuch courts, have 


the powers.of a court of chan- 
cery, fo far as relates tothe 
perpetuaring teftimony, obtain- 
ing evidence from places not 
within this ftate, and the care 
of the perfons and eftates.ofthofe 
who are non compotes mentrs, and 
fuch ether powers as may be 

found 
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Seé?. 24. All commiffions fhall 
be in the name, and by the aur 
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found neceflary by future Ges’ 
neral Affemblies, not inconfift- 
ent with this conftitution, 


Seét.25,'T rials thallbe by jury fences, 


as heretofore: And it is recom- 
mended to the legiflature of this 
ftate to provide Bylaw againit 
every corruption or partiality 
in the choice, return, or appoint- 
ment of juries. 

Se@. 26, Courts of feffions, 
common pleas, and orphans 
courts {hall be held quarterly in 
each city and county; and the 
legiflature fhall have power to 
eftablith all fuch other courts as 
they may judge for the: good of 
the inhabitants of the ftate’ All 
courts fhall be open, and juf- 
tice fhall be impartially admi- 
niftered without corruption or 
unneceflary delay: All their of- 
ficers fhall be paid an adequate 
but moderate compenfation for 
their fervices: And if any offi- 
cer fhall take greateror other 
fees than the laws allow him, ei- 
ther dire&lly or indirectly, it fhall 
ever after difqualify him from 
holding any office in this ftate. 

Seé?. 27. All profecutions fhall 
commence ig the name and by 
the authority of the freemen of 
the commonwealth of Pennfyl. 
vania; andall indictments fhall 
conclude with thefe. words, 
“<< Avainft the peace aud dignity o 
the ne” The ftyle of all 1 
cefs hereafter in this ftate fhall 
be, The commonwealth of Penn- 
Sylvania. 

Se. 28. The perfon of a 
debtor, where there is not a 
ftrong prefumption of | fraud, 
fhall not be continued in prifon, 
after delivering up, ona fide, all 
his eftate real and perfonal, for 
the ufe of his creditors, in fuch 
manner as fhall be hereafter re, 





vee mre 


fuera law, ‘All prifoners 
ll be bailable. by fufficient 
fureties, unlefs for capita! of- 
when the proof is evi- 
dent or prefumption great. 

Seé?. 29. Exceffive bail fhall 
not be exaéted for bailable of- 
fences: And all fines fhall be 
moderate. | | 

Sed. 20. Juftices of the peace 
fhall be elected by the freehold= 
ers of each city and county re- 
{pectively, that is to fay, two 
or more perfons may be chofen 
for each ward, townfhip,. or 
diftrit, as the law fhall here- 
after direé&t: And their names 
fhall be returned to the Prefi- 
dent in Council, who fhall com- 
miffionate one or more of them 
for each ward, townfhip, or dif- 
trict fo returning;for feven years, 
removable for mifcondu& by the 
General Affembly: But if any 
city or county,!ward, townfhip, 
or diftriét in thiscommonwealth 
fhall hereafterincline to change 
the manner of appointing their 
juitices of the peace as fettled in 
this article, the General Af- 
fembly may make laws to re- 
gulate the fame, agreeable to 
the defire of a majority of the 
freeholders of the city or coun- 
ty, ward, townfhip or diftrict fo 
applying. No juftice of the 
peace fhall fit in the General 
Affembly unlefs he firft refiga 
his commiffion, nor fhall he be 
allowed to take any fees, nor 
any fallary or allowance except 
fuch as the future legiflature 
may grant. 

Sec. 31. Sheriffs and coroners 
fhall be eleéted annually in each 
city and county, by the freemen 5 
that is to fay, two perfons for 
each office, one of whom for 
each, is to be omen epee Ny 
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the Prefident in Council. No 


perfon fhall continug in the office © 


General Affembly, ‘removeable 
at their. pleafure, and to be 


of fherift jmore than three fuc- ‘commiffioned by the Prefident 


ceflive years, or be capable of 
being again elected during four 
years ‘afterwards. The electi- 
on fhall be held at the fame timc 
and place appointed for the elec- 
tion of reprefentatives: And the 
commiffioners and affeflors, and 
other officers chofen by the 
people, fhall alfo be then and 
there elected, as has been ufu- 
al heretofore, until altered or 
otherwife regulated by the future 
legiflature of this ftate. 

Sec. 32. All elections, whe- 
ther by the people or in Gene- 
ral Affembly, thall be by ballot, 
free and voluntary: And any 
eleé&tor, who fhall receive any 
gift or reward for his vote, in 
meat, drink, monies, or other- 
wife, fhall forfeit his right to 
eleé&t for that time, and fuffer 
fuch other penalty as future 
laws fhall dire&. And any 
perfon who fhall direétly or in- 
directly give, promife, or beftow 
any fuch rewards to be eleéted, 
fhall be thereby rendered inca- 
pable to ferve for the enfuing 


year. 

Sed. 33. All fees, licence 
money, fines, and forfeitures 
heretofore granted, or paid to 
the Governor, or his deputies 
for the fupport of government, 
fhall hereafter be paid into the 
public treafury, unlefs altered 
or abolifhed by the future legi(- 
lature. 

Sef. 34. A regifter’s-office 
for the probate of wills, and 
granting letters of acminiftrati- 
On, and an office for the re- 
cording of deeds, fhall be kept 
in each city and county: The 
efficers to be appointed by the 


in Council, 

Svat. 35: The printing prefies 
fhal) be free toevery perfon who 
undertakes to examine the pro- 
ceedings -of the legiflature, or 
any part of government, 

Seé?. 36. As every freeman, 
to preferve his independence, 
(if without a fufficient eftate) 
ought to have fome profeffion, 
calling, trade or farm, where- 
by he may honeftly fubfift, there 
can be no neceflity for, nor ufe 
in eftablifhing offices of profit, 
the ufual effeéts of which are 
dependence and feryility, unbe- 
coming freemen, in the pof- 
feflors and expectants; faction, 
contention, corruption, and dif- 
order among the people. But 
if any man is called:into pub- 
lic fervice, to the prejudice of 
his private affairs, he hasa right 
to a reafonable compenfation: 
And whenever an office,throu 
increafe of fees, or otherwile, 
becomes fo profitable as to oc- 
cafion many to-apply for it, the 
profits ought to be leflened by 
the legiflature. 

Sec. 37. The future legifla- 
ture of this ftate, fhall regulate 
intails in fuch a manner as to 
prevent perpetuities. 

Seé?. 38. The penal laws as 
heretofore ufed, fhall be reform- 
ed by the future legiflature of this 
ftate,asfoonas maybe,andpunifh, 
ments made in ijome cafes leis 
fanguinary, and in general more 
proportionate to the crimes, 

Se&, 39. To deter more ef- 
fectually from the commiffion 
of crimes, by continued vifpble 
punifhment of long duration, 


and to.gnake fanguinary punifh- 
ments 
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ments lefs neceflary, houfes 
ought to be provided tor punifhi- 
ing by hard labour, thofe wig 
fhall be convicted of crimes n 
éapita! ; wherein the criminals 
fhal) be employed for the bene- 
fit of the public, or for repara- 
tion of injuries done to private 
perfons: ‘And all perfons at pro- 
per times fhall be admitted to 
fee the prifoners at their labour. 
' $e. 40. Every officer, whe- 
ther judicial, executive, or mi- 
litary, in authority under this 
commonwealth, fhall take the 
following oath or affirmation of 
allegiance, and general oath of 
office, before he enter on the 
execution of his offices ‘he 
oath or affirmation of allegiance. 
mf do {wear (or affirm) 
That I will be true and faithful 
to the commonwealth of Pennfyl- 
wania: And that I will not di- 
‘reéily or indiveétly do any aét’or 
thing prejudicial or injurious tothe 
conftitution or government thereof 
as eftablifhed by the Cenvention.” 
The oath or affirmation of office. 
of do fwear (or affirm 
That Iwill faithfully execute the 
office of ‘or the 

of and will do equal right 
and juftice to all men to the be of 
my judgment and abilities, accord 
ing to law.” 

Seé?. 41. No publie tax, cuf- 
tom, or contribution fhall be 
impofed upon, or paid by the 
people of this ftate, except by 
a law for that purpofe: And 
before any law’ be made for 
raifing it, the purpofe for which 
any tax is to be raifed ought to 
appear clearly to the legiflature 
to be of more fervice to the 
community than the money 
would be,ifnot colle&ted ; which 
being well obferved, taxés can 
hever be burdens. 


a 








| Sed. 42. Every foreigner of 


+ chara&ter, who comes to 


ttle in this ftate, having fir 
taken an oath or affirmation of 
allegiance to the fame, may 
purchafe, or by other juft means 
acquire, hold, and transfer land 
or other real eftate; and after 
one year’s refidence fhall be 
deemed a free denizen thereof, 
and intitled to all the rights of 
a natural born fubject of this 
ftate, except that he fhal! not 
be capable of being elected a 
reprefentative, until after two 
years refidence, 

Seét. 43. The. inhabitants of 
this ftate fhall have liberty to 
fowl and hunt in feafonable times 
on the lands they hold, and on 
all.other lands therein not in- 
clofed; and in like manner to 
fith in all. boatab!e waters, and 
others, not private property. 

Seé. 44. A fchool or fchools 
fhall be,eftablifhed in each county 
by the legiflature, for the con- 
venient inftructon of youth, with 
fuch falaries to the matters paid 


) by the public, as may enable 


thém to inftruét youth at’ low 
prices: And all ufeful learning 
fhall be duly encouraged and 
promoted in one or more uni- 
verfities. 

Seé?. 45. Laws for the encou~ 
ragement of virtue, and preven- 
tion of vice and immorality, 
fhall be made and conftantly kept 
in force, and provifion fhall, be 
made for their due execution: 
And all religious focieties or 
bodies of men heretofore united 
or saat for the advance- 
ment of religion and pee 
or for 6ther pious and charitable 
purpofes,fhall be encouraged and 
prote@ted in the enjoyment of 
the privileges, imifiunities and 

eftates 


’ 
no ee a =r 





eftates which theywere accuftom- 
ed to enjoy, or could of right 
_have enjoyed, under the laws and 
former'conftitution of this ftate. 
$e. 46. ‘The declaration of 
rights is hereby declared to be a 
part of the conftitution of this 
commonwealth, and ought never 
to be violated on any pretence 
whatever. 

Sef, 47, In order that the free- 
dom of this commonwealth may 
be preférved inviolate for ever, 
there fhall be chofen by ballot by 
the freemen in each city and 
county refpectively, on the fe- 
cond Tuefday in Oétober, in the 
year one thoufand feven hundred 
and eighty three, and on the fe- 
cond ‘T’uefday in O€tober in every 
feventh year thereafter, two per- 
fons in each city and county of 
this ftate, to be called the council 
of cenfors ; who fhall meet toge- 
ther on the fecond Monday of 
November, next enfuing their 
election ; the majority of whom 
fhall be quorum in every cafe, 
, €xcept as to calling’ convention, 
in which two thirds of the whole 
number elected thall agree; and 
whofe duty it fhall be to enquire 
whether the conftitution has been 
preferved inviolatein every part? 
And whether the legiflative and 
"executive branches of government 
have performed their duty as 
ARM of the people, or af- 

umed to theméelves, or exercif- 
ed other or greater powers than 
they are intitled to’ by the ¢on- 
ftitution: ‘They are alfo to en- 
quire whether the ‘public taxes 
have been juftly laid and colles- 
ted in all parts of this common- 
wealth, in what manner the pub 

public monies have been difpofed 
of, and whether the laws have 
been duiy executed: For thefe 
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urpofes they fhall have power to 
end fer perfons, ‘ag and ré- 
cords; they fhall have authority 
to pafs public cenfures, to order 
impeachments, and to recom- 
mend to the legiflature the repeal- 
ing fuch laws as appear to them 
to have been enaéted contrary to 
the principles of the conftitution : 
Thefe powers they fhall continue 
to have, for and during the fpace 
of one year from the day of their 
eleétion, and no longer: The faid 
council of cenfors {Hill alfo have 
power to call a convention, to 
meet within two years after their 
fitting, if there appear to them 
an abtslute neceffity of amending; 
any article of the conftitution 
which may be‘defective, explain- 
ing fuch as may be thought not 
clearly expreffed, and of adding 
fuch as are neceffary for the pre- 
fervation of the rights and happi- 
nef of the people: Hut the ar- 
ticles to be amended, and the 
amendments propofeds and fuch 
articles as aré propofed to be add- 
ed or abolifhed, fhall be promul- 
gated at leaft fix months before 
the day appointed for’ the eleCtion 
of fuch convention, for the pre- 
vious cénfideration of the people, 
that they may have an opportu- 
nity of inftructing their delegates 


‘on the fubject. 





Solution to thenew Dueftionin our 
agazine for March. - By the 
Dueri/?. 
AKE dollars fixty y guineas 
thirty four, 
And half joes fix, alt at ald price 


befure ; 
Or fev’nty dollars, thirteen gui- 
neas, and 
Sev’ nteem half joes to anfwer the 
demand. 
POETICAL 
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POETICAL ESSAYS, 


For M A Y 1779. 


King Grorce the Tu1rp’s SOLILOQUY. 


Damn this Congrefs, damn each upftart ftate. 
On whofe commands ten thoufand warriors wait: 
From various climes that dire aflembly came, 
True to their truft yet hoftile to my fame; 
*Tis thefe, ah thefe, have ruin’d half my fway, 
Di'gree my arms, and led my realm aftray. 
rance aids them now, (I play a defperate game,) 

And fun-burnt Spain, they fay, will do the fame. 
My armies vanquifh’d, and my heroes fied, 
My people murmuring, and my commerce dead, 
My fhatter’d navy, pelted, bruis’d, and ¢lubb’d, 
By Dutchmen bull 4, and by Frenchmen drubb’d ; 
My name abhorr’d, my nation in difgrace 
What fhould I do in fuch a mournful cafe? 
My hopes and joys are vanifh’d with my coin, ! 
My ruin’d army, and my loft Burgoyne! 

hat fhall Ido? conf2{s my labours vain, 
Or whet my tufks, and to the charge again. — 

But where’s my force? my choiceft troops are fled, . 
Some thoufands crippled, and a myriad dead. 
If | were own’d the ftouteft of mankind, 
And hell with all her rage infpir’d my mind, © 
Could | at once with France and Spain contend, 
And fight the rebels on the world’s green end, 

Yet rogues and favage tribes 1 muft employ, 
And what J cannot conquer will deftroy. 
Is there a robber clofe in Newgate hem‘d? i . 
Is there a cut-throat fetter’d and condemn’d? . 
Hatte loyal flaves to George’s ftandard come, 
Attend his le&tures when your hear the drum, 
Your chains I break, for better days prepare, 
Come out my friends from prifon and from care; 
Far to the weft [ plan your defp’rate way, - 
There ’tis no fin to ravage, burn, and flay ; 
There without fear your, bloody trade purfue, 
And fhew mankind what Britifh rage can do, 

Ye daring hofts that croud Columbia’s fhore, 
‘Tremble ye traitors, and exult no more ; 
Flames ! fhall hurl with an unceafing hand, 
‘Till fires eternal blaze throughout your land, 


And 
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And every dome and every town expires, ~ 
And traitors perifh in the unfeeling fires ; 
Bat hold---though this be all my foul’s defire, 
Will my own towns be proof to rede fire. 
IF in- tevenge my raging foes fhould come, 
And burn my London——-—it would ftrike me dumb, 
To fee my children and my queen in tears, 
And thefe tall piles come tumbling round my ears, 
Would to its inmoft. caverns fright my mind, 
And ftun our/felf, the boldeft of mankind. 
Curs’d be the day when firft | faw the fun, 
Curs’d be the hour when | this war begun; 
The fiends of darknefs then infpir’d my mind, 
And powers unfriendly to the human kind: 
_ My future years ! confecrate to woe, 
For this great lofs my foul in tears fhall flow. 
To wafting grief and fullen rage a prey, 
To Scotland’s utmoft verge | take my way ; 
With nature’s ftorms €ternal concert keep, 
And while her billows rage, as fiercely weep: 
O let the earth my rugged fate bemoan, 
And give at leaft one fysipathizing groan. 


REBUS on an’ Amiable Yotng Lady, 


Fam preterva 
Fronte petit Lalage maritum. 


per love js a paffion bY heaven defign’d, 


To f{mooth our rough natures, and polifh nmiankind : 
Its influence | feel, and in genius’ defpite 
Invoke the fair mufes ahd venture’to write ; 
Erato forbids me to publifh my flame, 
‘Though veil’d in enigma, I'll tell. you her name. 


A queen once defcended from Tudor’s fam’d race, 
Who rul’d a great people, though now in difgrace : 
With fleets fhe triumphantly govern’d the main, 
Deftroy’d the Armada, and humbled proud Spain. 
Join her name to a word which is us’d by the Gaul, 
Yo exprefs-what is little, neat, pretty, and /mall. 
Thefe eafy devices will quickly impart, 

The queen of my wifhes, the joy of my heart. 


The Rebus is told, and ‘the fair one is known, 

The fair one whom dame fortune may yet make my own; 
Jf prayers and devotion can melt her to love, 

My prayers and devotion her pity fhall move. 

Such fweetnefs and goodnefs together combin’d, 

So’ beateous her face, and fo bright is her mind ; 





The Cornwalliad. 


Too tender a heart to delight in my pain, - 
‘Too juft in her nature to Tet me complain : 
** Such charms e’en a faint might with rapture admire, 
** And an anchorite view with a youthful defire,”” 





| | Mystic, 
City of Burlington, Of. 13. 1774. 





The CORNWALLIAD. 
J 
Canto Il, ¢2.e0) 


N°S far advancing in the rear of day, 
Came fober evening with her mantle grey, © 
When evil luck, a wicked goddefs, brought 
From Princeton green a hafty-footed fcout, 
Who told the ftory of the woes, that da 7 
Which on his corps, and routed omnia lay : 
How Wafhington had bayonetted. the band, 
\ hich under Mawhood made a gallant ftand. 
And having left Cornwallis far behind, 
To drink the fragrance of the weftern wind, 
In whirlwind rage to Brunfwick heights came on 
To ftorm the barracs and confume the town, 
‘I'he blood reverting to its fartheft fource, » 
From every vifage took its rapid courle; } 
‘The change was great of that day’s front and rear, 
From joy to grief, from higheft hope to fear, 
Ah! faid a Scot, who could philofophize, 
nd as he fpoke he rubbed his liquid eyes) 
n are the ebbs, and fuch the flows of life, 
‘re joy and grief maintain a dubious ftrife ; 
. hour we fcheme, and build. a houfe in air, 
next we fall, and tafte of black defpair : 
Like him that gazes on the running moon, 


| 
| And ‘trikes his foot upon a path-way ftone ; 





r him that fly through midnight filence goes, 
And on a poft obtrudes his wandering nofe. 
| ice our fate---we all mutt go to pot, 
every Briton will this night be fhot; 
‘ihe raging rebels will delight to flay, 
And devil a one of us will fpare---not they. 

‘he Lord forbid, exclaimed ariother Scot, 
And keep their mercy from fo foul a thought. 
But pray how near do thefe fell troops approach, 
Fell troops to Englifh, and fell troops to Scotch. 

To whom the fugitive recovering breath, 

But {till his vifage marked with fear of death, 
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Before the morn illumes the Raritan, 
On Brunfwic heights you fhall behold their yan, 
Brigades of men, and many an opening file _ 
To beat the. ground, and tread the watry foil. 

And fo it was, for now Cornwallis far, 
From Delaware banks brought up the rear of war, 
Had Princeton paffed, and that unhappy field 
Which, late, bis forces were obliged to yield. 
O’er Kingfton bridge, and rocky hill above, 
The fcarlet files in weary marches move. | 
At length embrowned in that dark diftant wood, 
Which crowns the height of Brunfwic town he ftood. 
Who knows, faid he, Shut Wafhington is here? 
At Rocky, Hill we faw indeed his rear, 
But though it bended to the north-way fide, 
As ranger-fcouts, and jager-men have {pyed; 
Yet it may be, that infome bye-way tract, j 
He is before us, and has done the fact, 
Poffeffed our ftores, and cut our regiments off, © 
Which if ’tis fo, I would not give adnuff 
For al! our lives, and the beft hopes we have 
Before next evening to efcape the grave, 

Io whom a Scotfman: Sir, ’tis hard to tell 
What fly auld witch, or demon broke from hell, 
Gives them fuch artifice to blind our eyes, 
And flide away without a, word of noife » = 
This day they prick our van, the next our rear, 
Now on this flank, and now on that appear; 
Their rifle balls, like elf-fhot, from the hill 
Fly unperceived, and whom they hit they kill. 
Thus, as you fay, it is a likely cafe, 
That they before us have eit the place ; 
Now have they had at leaft two hours of ftart, 
Which, with the advantage of. black Satan’s art, 
Might here have brought them, like a crack of gun, 
Belore the glome of midnight fhades came on. 
(To be continued.) my A ¥ 








The Invitation, by J.L. 


HILE vernal flow’rs perfum’d the wind, 
VW And mufic fill’d the fragrant groves 
Beneath an aged oak reclin’d,, 
Thus Damon fpoke his anxious love: 
Ah! what avails this leafy fhade 
To mitigate my rifing care? : 
In vain Poth verdure clothes the’ glade, 
And fragrance fills the milder_air. 
Euphy fia’s 








144 Anfwer to Collin’s Rebus,---The Student, 


Il. r 
Euphyfia’s gone! her abfent charms, 

From all things ele detain my mind ; 
Her love all other loves difarms; 
All nature frowns when fhe’s unkind, 
Come, fair one, tafte thefe rural fweets ; 
The lawns, enrob’d in flow’rs and green, 
Surpafs parch’d walls and dufty ftreets, 
And raife to view a brighter fcene. _ 


il. | 
Can' noife of Carr’s and crouds confus’d, 
With fylvan chorifters compare ? 
Breathes fweeter, from the ponds diffus’d, 
Or from the meads, the balmy air? 
Come! blufhing Flora’s charms invite, 
Earth het enamell’d carpet {preads ; 

‘The trees their cager boughs unite, 

‘The vines prepare their vaulted fhades, 


IV, 
Beneath the pleafant, fpreading trees, 
We'll fhun the noontide fultry heat ; 
When evening zephyrs gently breeze, 
We’ll to the vocal vales retreat, —. 
With fofteft notes the feather’d choir 
Shall gratify your ravifh’d ear, 
And your fond Damon fhall confpire, 
With all his pow’rs, your heart to cheér, 


‘Che{nut-Level, 19th May 1779. 
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To CoLiin in Anfwer to bis Rebus. 


Am juft now informed by a meffage from Phrebus *, 
f That the tit you write under is called a Rebus, - 
That Mahomet’s birth wasvat the city of Metta, 
And thence I conclude her fir? name is Rebecca, 
‘The fecond 1 am fure cag be nothing but Fifer, 
May Hymen § make her yours, if fuch you would with her, —- 
SYLVIUS. 
B-it-e Town, M-r-l-d. 


* The God of 'Poetaftry, | The God of Marriaye. 
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The STUDENT. 


4 Arewel ye myfes fofteft theme, 
That us’d to prompt my filentdteam, 
Where Schuylkil, fweet meand’ring ftream, | 
Glides by Arcuilas’s grove, ‘ 
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No more thy rural {hades invite, 
My calmer foul to fweet delight, 
Nor charm my favour’d hand to write, 
Thy prion (hh tales of love, 
Yet ere we part, dear mufes fay,, 
Where fhall we meet another day, 
To celebrate America, 
And her viétorious ones: 
Virtue now demands our fong, 
And freedom ‘loud from ev’ry tongue, 
Requires the time fhould not be long, 
‘is we reward her fons, 
We firft thall fing, as firft in fame, 
With nooler verfe, each virtuous name, 
Of that grave band who did proclaim 
Our glorious liberty : 
But who can reach with juft applaufe, 
‘The virtue which in fuch a caufe 
Supported both the truth and laws, 
And now has made us free. 
Then let not thefe brown fhades fuffice, 
Let us on bolder pinions rife, 
And meeting yet in yonder fkies, 
Immortalize their fame : 
There the heavenly mufes ire 
Each fofter bofom thal] infpire, 
And point the poets pen with fires 
‘To write each glor’ous name. 
‘Thence. in each bright poetic line, 
Enroll’d in characters divine, 
Their ’luftrous names fhali ever thine, 
Written on yonder fkies : 
There the brighteft conftellation 
‘They fhall become, the admiration 
And dread of every future nation, 
That attempts to tyrannize, 


» Ericram Written for @ Young Lady of this City. 


INE fhape, fair fkin, good features, and an eye 

_ ‘That fparkles love, and fenfe, and {weet vivacity ! 
J give her halt my heart---why not the whole? 
Becaufe { would not quite be left without a foul. 
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FOREIGN 


Tae peace lately concluded 
between the emperorof Ger- 
many and the king of Pruffia is, 
in its prefent ftate, a field for 

litical fpeculation. The New- 

ork papers, from which the 
account of the peace i$ taken, 
have endeavoured to reprefent: it 
as a circumftance favourable to 
Britain, but until Mr, Rivington 
can furnifh his readers with fome 
fufficient grounds for fuch a con- 
jecture, his fimple opinion of the 
matter will fignifybut little. Thofe 
who pleafe may believe Mr. Ri- 
vington; but as the cafe at pre- 
fent ftands, it admits of an opi- 
nion direétly contrary to that 
which he has endeavoured to ¢ir- 
culate. 

In order to form fome judg- 
ment concerning the confequen- 
ces of the peace, it is neceilary, 
in the firft place, to govback to 
the ftate of things before the war 
broke out between thofe two 
powers. Secondly, What was 


the hopes and expeétations of 


Bvitain refpeGting that war. And 
Thirdly, By what means the 
peace was accomplifhed, 

The good difpofition of both 
thofe powers towards America 
fo late as March 1778, is, or 
ought to be, very well known 
here, and as their difference arofe, 
about a month afterwards, on a 
meafure no ways connected with 
America, there is no reafon yet 
to fuppofe that any new grounds 
have been fince produced to 
change either their difpofition or 
line of politics with refpect to us, 
Mention'was made in our papers 
laft fummer, that Pruffia would 
be the fecond power in Europe 


AFFAIRS: 
to acknowledge our indepen- 
dence; ‘the information was 


founded on no lefs authority than | 
that of a ftate officer of the firft 


rank of the Pruffian court, and 


tranfmitted here by one of our ~ 


commiffioners, but the rupture 
happening almoft immediately 
after, naturally occafioned at that 
court a ceffation of all other po- 
litics., The difpofition of the em- 
peror of Germany at that time 
towards America may be eafily 
colleéted from his conneétions 
with the court of France. ‘There- 
fore, nothing that happened prior 
to the rupture has any thing in 
it favourable towards Britain. 
The rupture broke fuddenly 
out a few days after the treaty 
between France and America 
was figned, and the apprehenfi- 
ons which the feveral powers on 
the continent of Europe were 
under, as to the probable extent 
and confequences of the quarrel, 
feera.in a great meafure to have 
reftriéted their operations refpect- 
ing America, by calling their at- 
tention more immediately to 
themfelves, And it appears to 
have been the hope and expecta- 
tion of Britain, that the conteft 
betweed the emperor and king of 
Pruffia would, in the end, involve 
France, and probably Spain. For 
a confirmation of this opinion, [ 
fhall give an extract of a letter 
from a gentleman of high cha- 
racter in France, dated Feb, 28, 
1778. Sis 
‘© Tam forry to inform you 
there is now an appearance of 
an approaching rupture between 
the emperor and the king of Pruf- 
fia, relative to the pofleffions " 
the 
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«¢ the late Emperor of Bavaria’s 
«« eitates. Great-Britain, you 
«¢ may be fure, will endeavour 
*< toinftigate the King of Pruffia 
* to go on, becaufe if war en- 
¢ fues, France will moft proba- 
«< bly bedrawnin to takea part; 
«* but I ftill hope that peace will 
_ be maintained by negoci- 
© ation.” : 

It has happened according to 
the writer's wifh. Peace has 
taken place between the Empe- 
rorand the Kingof Pruffia, and 
that through the mediation of 
France and Ruffia. It does not 
appear, even by the New-York 
account, that the Court of Lon- 


239 
don had any thing todoincoms. 
promifing the difpute, and as it 
is eafy to fee that her hope was 
in the continuance and probable 
cenfequences of the quarrel, itis 
natural to conclude that fhe muft: 
fee] herfelf difappointed by the 
peace. 

That the peace is an agreeable 
event to France is deduced with 
certainty from the part which 
fhe took in promoting it; and as 
it relieves her from the appre- 
henfions of a war on the Conti- 
nentof Europe, it leaves her at 
liberty to profecute the object 
of the alliance. 

Common Sense, 


DOMESTIC AFFAIRS. 


Extra? of a letter from General 


Schuyler to General Wa/fhington, 
dated Albany, 29th April, 1779. 
“Py AST nightCapt.Graham, 
of Van Scaick’s, delivered 
me difpatches from that officer, 
advifing me of the fuccefs of the 
troops of the United States, un- 
der his command on the enter- 
prize againft Onondaga ; for 
particulars permit me to refer 
your Excellency to the enclofed 
papers. 
he fecrecy, difpatch and 
popriety with which Colonel 
‘Van Scaick has executed his or- 
ders, do him great honor, and 
he is highly fatisfied with the 
conduct of the officers and troops 
that accompanied him on the 
ees 
ort Schuyler, April24, 39-70. 
Minutes and Bekisiter of ‘he 
Onendaga expedition. 
Early on Monday morning, 


the nineteenth inft. I marched 
frorn Fort Schuyler with a de- 
tachment of troops confilting of 
558 men, including officers, and 
after putting 8 days provifion 
into 29 batteaux which had been 
conveyed over the carrying- 
place in the night, and leaving a 
fuficient number of foldiers te 
affit the batteau-men to get the 
boats down Wood-Creek, with 
five officers to hurry them on, 
the remainder of the troops 
marched to the old Scow Place, 
22 miles hy land, but much more 
by water; the troops arrived at 
3 o'clock, P. M. but the boats 
did not all arrive till ro o'clock, 
having been much obftruéted by 
trees which had fallen acrofs the 
Creek. As foon as the boats 
arrived, the whole of the troops 
embarked, and upon entering 
the Oneida lake, were much 
impeded by a cold head wind, 
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made dne halt in themight for the 
rearmott boats to comeup, and 
proceeded to Pritier’s Bay,where 
we arvived at 8 o’clock in the 
morning of the 2oth inft. to wait 
again forthe coming up of all the 
boats, when wecontinued with 
as much expedition as poffibleto 
the Onondaga landing, oppofite 
to old Fort Brewington, and ar- 
rived there at 3 o'clock; P. M. 
from whence, after leaving the 
boats with a proper guard, we 
marched 8 or g miles on our way 
to the Onondaga fettlement, and 
Jay on our arms all night without 
fire, not being able to continue 
our march in the dark, (Ihe 
might cold.) 

Very early on the 21ft we pro- 
ceeded on to the Salt Lake, 
forded an arm of that lake 200 
yards over and 4 feet deep a con- 
fiderable part of the way ; pufhed 
on to the Onondaga Creek, 
where Capt. Graham with his 
company of light infantry took 
an Onondaga warrior prifoner, 
which was the firft Indian we 
had difcovered; ofdesed Capt. 
Graham to endeavour to fur- 
round the firft Onondaga fettle- 
ments, which were about two 
mules off, and haftening on the 
troops by companies as they 
croffed the creek upona log (the 
creek not being peels [ foon 
arrived with the whole of the de- 
tachment at the principal caftle; 
but was before apprifed of their 
having difcevered our advanced 
partics while they were taking 
fome prifoners; upon which I 
ordered different routes to be 
taken by{everal different detach- 
ments, in order to furround as 
many of their fettlements as pof- 
fible at the fame time, which 
extended 8 miles inlength, with 


fome feattered habitations lying’ 
back.of the Caftles, and on the 
oppofite fide of the creek, but 
notwithftanding we enter’d their 
firft fettlement in the moft fecret 
manner; and quite undifeovered 
by them, they toon received the 
alarm throughout the whole and 
fled to the woods, but without 
being able tocarry off any thing 
with them. We took 33 indians 
and one whiteman  pii‘oners, 
and killed 12 Indians. The 
whole of their fettlements, con- 
fiiting of about fifty houfes, with 
a large quantity of corn and 
beans, were burnt, a number 
of fine horfes, and every other 
kind of ftock we found were 
killed, about 100 guns,. fome of 
which were rifles, were found 
among the plunder, the whole 
of which, after the men had 
loaded themfelves with as much 
as they could carry, was deftroy- 
ed, with a confiderable quantity 
of. ammunition, one: {wivel, 
taken atthe council houfe, had 
the trunnions broke off, and was 
otherwife damaged, and in fine 
the deftruction of all their iettle- 
ments was compleat.. After 
which we began our march back, 
recrofled the creek and forded 
the arm of the lake, along fide 
of which we encamped on very 
good ground. Having been 
once interrupted in our return 
by afmall party. of Indians, who 
fired at us from the oppofite fidé 
of thecreek, but were foon beat 
off by Lieut. Evan’s sifle-men, 
with the lofs of one killed onthe 
partof the enemy, and none on 
our own. (fair weather all this 
day) 22d, marched down to the 
lai.ding, found the batteaux in 
good’ order, reimbarked and 
rowed to the Seven Mile IMland, 

where 
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where we encamped. 
weather---2 3d crofled the lake, 
and Janded two miles up Wood 
Creek, attwoo’clock, left two 
companies to guard and affift the 
batteausmen in getting up the 
boats,’ marched 8' miles and en- 
camped along fide of Fifh Creek. 
. Fair weather. Saturday 24th, 
{mall fhowers of rain on our 
march to the fort, Where we ar- 
tived at 12 0’clock, having been 
out five days and an half, the 
whole diftance of going and re- 
turning being 180 miles, not 
having loft a tingle man. 
G. V. Scaick. 
A Return of Prifoners taken, and 
the number of killed in the Onon- 
daga caftle, on the 212 Apri, 
£779: ; 
2 Sachems, 6 Warriors, 12 
Women, 12Children, 1 White 
an. Prifoners. 
+ 72 killed, chiefly Warriors. 
(Copy) G.. V. Scaick, Col. 
Publifbed by order of Congrefs, 
Charics Thomion, Sec. 


Extra of aletter from Fort Schuy- 
ler, dated April 30. 

‘6 In purfuance of Col. Van 
Schaick’s order, I left this place 
accompanied with a Lieutenant, 
Serjeant, and Corporal, of the 
rift New-York regiment, and 
thirty Indians, on an expedition 
againft Swagotfha ; on my ar- 
tival there the 25th init. I fent 
three Indians to reconnoitre the 
garrifon: In the mean time ] 
difcovered an Indian canoe com- 
ingup Black River with two In- 
dians in it: Idetached a party 
after them, who took them pri- 
foners and examined them. The 
Indians [ fent to reconnoitre, 
returned with 3 Britifh prifon- 
ers, who told nearly the fame as 
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the Indians. Odnr van took an™ 
other prifoner, wno.agreed with 
the former. I then moved nearer 
the garrifon, and found it im- 
poffible to furprife it; but con- 
cluded by fome means to draw’ 
them out, which [ very happily 
effected, by making the Indians 
fhew themfelves in the fkirts of 
the woods: Part of the garrifon 
fallied out; I endeavoured to 
draw them as far in the woodsas 
poffible, but the Indians were fo 
warm, that they fearcely had 
entered the fkirts of the woods, 
before they began their fire. 
The enemy ‘retreated immedi- 
ately, leaving two dead behind. 
We purfued them within forty 
yards of the garrifon, when we 
received a heavy fire of artillery 
and mufquétry, which obliged 
us to take'to the woods. We 
then returned to this garrifon. 

** ‘The following information 
we received trom the above pri- 
foners. “That the garrifon was 
commanded by Captain Davis, 
of the 31ft reg:ment, with afa- 
baltern and 40 men, and four 
pieces of cannon: That they’ 
had received’ a letter from the 
(Commander in Chief of Quebec, 
informing them,thathe couldnot 
fupport them. this year, and they 
muft aét on the defenfive, but 
that next year he would fend'a 
large army: ‘That the ¢nemy 
were fortifying the garrifon of 
Buck-Iland, and that it con- 
fifted of two hundred men, who 
had a diforder among them, of 
which they died very faft: “hat* 
General Haldiman’s Aid-de- 
Camp pafled Swagotfha yeiter- 
day, with orders to the ¢com- 
manders 6f the back fettle- 
ments.” 


Williame 
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Pilianfburgh, May 21, 1779: 
Sir, 

Being in the greateft hafte to 
difpatch your expres, | have 
not time to give you any very 
particular information,concern- 
ing the prefent invaiion ; let it 
fuffice therefore to inform Con- 
grefs that the enemy’s fhips are 
nearlysthe fame as was men- 
tioned in my former letter ; with 
regard to the number of the 
troops, which landed and took 
Portfmouth, and afterwards pro- 
ceeded, burnt, plundered and 
deftroyed Suffolk, committing 
various barbarities, we are {till 
ignorant, as the accounts from 
ceferters differ widely ; perhaps, 
however, it may not exceed 
2,000 oF 2500 men. 

I truft that we havea fufficient 
number of troops ftationed in 
certain proportions at this place, 
York, Hampton, and on the 
South fide of James’s river, 

When any further particulars 
come to my knowledge, they 
fhall be communicated to Con- 
grefs without delay. Ihave the 
Honor tobe, Sir, 

Your humble fervant,P. Henry. 

P.S. Iam pretty certain that 
the land forces are commanded 
by General Matthews, and the 
fleet by Sir George Collier. 

Srey May 21,1779. 

iry 

I received the letter which ac- 
companies this, yelterday, from 
South-Carolina, by exprefs ; and 
by defire of Lieut. Goxernor 
Bee, tranfimit it to you fer the 
perufal of Congrefs. With great 
regard, I have the honor to be, 

dir, your Excellency’s moft 

obedient fervant, 
P. Henry. 
To the hon. thePrefident of Congres. 


Charleftown, ( South-Carolina} 
i May 5, 1779- 
ir, 


The enemy having crofled 
fromGeorgia into this State, and 
by a rapid movement got be- 
tween General Lincola and 
Charleftown, are bending their 
whole force this way ; they were 
this morning within 68 miles of 
us, and are purfuing General 
Moultrie, who with about 1500 
men is retreating before them. 
Governor Rutledge, with about 
35° men, had marched from 

rangeburgh on Monday, to 
join General Moultrie, but I 
much fear will be too late. 
Gen. Lincoln intended coming 
on their rear, but they were at 
leaft 4 days march ahead of him. 

In this fituation [ thought it 
my duty once more to requeft 
the aid of our brethren of Vir- 
ginia. No time is to be loft. 
Indeed I fear any affaftance wiil 
come fuli late, 

Iam with great efteem, 
Your Excellency’s moft obedi- 
ent humble fervant, 
Tho. Bee. 

Co}. John Laurens received a 
flight wound in the arm, in a 
fkirmifh with the enemy’s ad- 
vanced party yelterday, and his 
horfe was alfo fhot. He isina 
good way. Pray, lethis father 
know this, asl have not time te 
write to him. 

His Excellency Patrick Henry, 

E/q; Governor of Virginia. 
By order of Congrefs, 
Charles Thomfon, Sec. 
june. We hear the cnemy 
has retreated from Suffolk, and 
taken poft at Portfmouth. 

Col. Clarke has taken Major 
Hamilton, governor of Detroit, 
prifoner, with his garrifon. 


